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The Magazine is published by the Parochial
Church Council (PCC) for the communities of
Edvin Loach, Tedstone Delamere, Tedstone
Wafre, Upper Sapey, Whitbourne and
Wolferlow. Eleven issues are delivered free to
every household each year (joint January -
February New Year issue is published mid-
late January). It is financed from advertising
income with any profits gifted to the Church.
It is managed by a group of volunteers who
deal with editorial matters, billing and
distribution. If you want to get involved,
please contact the Editor.
Contributions are most welcome and can be
emailed to the editor at:
parish.magazine@yahoo.co.uk Anonymity
will be considered on request, but not
provided automatically. The views expressed
by contributors to the Magazine are their own
and do not represent the position of the PCC
or any other body. The last day for
submissions is the 10th of the month.
Please email the above address for prices and
other queries for advertisements.
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Could you spare a bit of time?

Volunteering at the shop is a great
way to meet people and to learn new
skills. It’s not just serving behind the
counter – there are lots of other jobs
that can be done at times to suit you,
such as handling deliveries,
checking stock, placing orders with
suppliers, and many more. If you
would like to help out, please have a
word with the volunteer on duty.
We’d love to hear from you!

March 2022
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Dear Friends,

This is the season of Lent and often during this church
season Christians will give up something and show

restraint. There may be less chocolate eaten or no wine
drunk. However it is not only the discipline of giving
something up which can mark Lent. It is the discipline of
doing something you may find difficult and have to work
hard to achieve. This can be keeping your bedroom clean
if you have left that to your parents to do normally! Or it
may be offering to clear the table and fill the dishwasher
and not just get up from the table and walk away. There are so many things we
can DO that are good for others, and yet often we don't really try. This time of
year is a great time to achieve something new. Who knows it may well become a
habit! Lent ends with the glorious celebration of Easter and that will be during the
middle of this month. It's not too late to try something new.

When it comes to the world scene, I feel sure all of us find it hard to know
what to say or do. Try to imagine your life turned upside down and not knowing if
your road, your home or your family will be safe tomorrow. I have struggled with
what is going on in Ukraine and how best to help.

The news items at the time of writing are shocking, and yet only today I
watched as resistance leaders of the Ukrainians went into St Sophia church in
Kyiv to pray. Our own Bishop Richard at the beginning of the conflict asked that
we stop for as long as we can at 6pm each evening to pray for peace. It seems
so little and yet it is at least something we can do to help. I have heard many
Ukrainian people say they feel supported and this is not least because we are
praying for each one of them, for their safety and for peace and justice to return.

There are of course many other things we can do, such as supplying much
needed clothing, food and medical supplies, or sending money if we know a way
that is reliable. As more refugees arrive, perhaps offering a room for a family to
rest safely. Showing our support for Ukrainian families in our community who will
be watching and waiting for news of their loved ones in the midst of the fighting.
Continue to do whatever you can in any way you think you are able. It will be
worthwhile.

Let this Lent be a time when you start something new; and perhaps this year it
could be offering regular prayers for those in need.
I wish you all a very happy Easter and pray for peace in our world.
Much love,

Dawn Donation can be made to the Ukraine Humanitarian Appeal
at the Disasters Emergency Committee website:



News & Notices

4

Coffee & Chat
Wednesday 6th April 11am

(& first Wednesday of each month)
Whitbourne Village Hall

We are a very informal
group, just sharing a
cuppa whilst catching
up with each other - or
in the case of
newcomers, hopefully
meeting and making
new friends.

Everyone welcome

Coffee Morning at Upper Sapey
2nd April, 10am-Noon

Olly's Friendship Room,
Upper Sapey Church

Whitbourne Playing Fields
Association AGM

Monday 11th April 2022
@ 7.30pm via Zoom

Whitbourne Toddlers (page 6)

26th April, 1 - 2.30pm
Whitbourne Village Hall

Monthly Film Club
Monday 18th April, 7pm
Olly's Friendship Room,

Upper Sapey Church
Details of film from Jan Webb

(jan.dorset@gmail.com)

Easter Craft Family Day
Tuesday 19th April,

11am – 3pm
Hereford Cathedral (see p20)

William Shakespeare’s Henry V
@ The Conquest Theatre

streamed live from the Donmar
Warehouse, London,
featuring Kit Harington
Thursday 21stApril 7pm

Diary Dates

March 2022

Meet the Ladies of the WI
Social afternoon

Wednesday 13h April, 2pm
Saltmarshe Village Hall

Tedstone Delamere
‘Spring’ Coffee Morning
Saturday, 16th April, 11am

Winley Farm

Dear Reader
We at the Parish Magazine
welcome contributions, news
and notices. If you have
anything you feel the rest of the
parish would be interested in or
should know about - or should
you wish to talk to any of our
writers who could write it up for
you - please email the editor at:
parish.magazine@yahoo.co.uk

Exhibition “A Life in Art”
by Andrew Kneen

Whitbourne Village Hall
21st May 11-4pm



We are having a live band at the
Fete this year.

Come and hear VINYL CHAPTER
who will play during the fete and have

you dancing round the stalls!

Calling all gardeners!
We will be running a plant stall at the
fete on July 2nd. If you are sowing
seeds, taking cuttings and dividing
clumps this spring, please could you
consider donating any spare plants
to the plant stall. We can collect
locally or you can bring them to
Poswick Lodge, Whitbourne, before
the day of the fete or to the stall
during the morning of 2nd July.
To donate plants, please contact
07557949852 or 07780923448
Many thanks
Peter and Ginny Thomas

WHITBOURNE
VILLAGE FÊTE
2nd July 2022 from
2pm to 5pm

As often in former years the Fête
takes place in and around
WHITBOURNE CHURCH.

Like to help?
Here are some of the stalls: Any

contributions to;
TOMBOLA: Peter and Doreen

Baseley 01886 821823.
RAFFLE: Doiran Williams

01886 821189.
CHILDREN’S TOYS: Maureen

Williams 01886 821189.
BOOKS: Maureen Williams

01886 821189.
CHINA AND GLASS:

Eileen and Liza Badger 01886
821501.

More details next month
For queries, please contact

Maureen Williams on 01886 821189.

April 2022 5

Spring is here! (Hopefully)
The daffs are out, the blackthorne is in
bloom and our gardens are beginning to
spring into life.
At the Upper Sapey coffee morning on
May 7th we are planning a ‘Bring and
Buy’ plant table. So, when sowing your
seeds please sow a few extra and bring
any excess seedlings or plants you may
have along (I have had people already
say they would like runner bean
plants!). You may also find just what
you need to add to your gardens or
vegetable plots.
Sylvia Bland 853661

Whitbourne Fete 2nd July, 2022
NEWS UPDATES



6

Whitbourne Playing Fields
Association AGM

Monday 11th April 2022
@ 7.30pm via Zoom

If you wish to attend please
message Tess on 07967 333717

and she will send you the zoom link

Whitbourne
Toddlers

A new Baby and Toddler Group
is starting in Whitbourne!

Suitable for babies and children
ages 0-5 yrs.

Come along to Whitbourne Village
Hall, every 4th Tuesday of the

month, from 1-2.30pm, to our new
fun and friendly group.

Our first session was on Tuesday
29th March, (the next 26th April) and
all we ask is a small donation
towards costs.
We can’t wait to see you for some
fun Easter-themed activities on the
29th!

Tedstone Delamere
‘Spring’ Coffee Morning
William and Nancy North

cordially invite you to an
Easter Coffee Morning:

Saturday, 16th April, 11am,
at Winley Farm

Enjoy our spring garden and
orchard blossoms, hot cross
buns, bring-&-buy sale, raffle
draw and a children’s Easter

egg hunt
Donations in aid of St James
Church Dry Rot restoration fund

April 2022

  

 
 
 

Bringsty Common 
Platinum Jubilee Celebration 

Thursday 2nd June, 2022 
Football pitch behind Bringsty Vintage Cafe 

2.00 – 5.00 
Evening procession and beacon lighting on Jubilee Hill 

9.00 – 10.00 PM 
 (TBC) 

Dog Show, Games and Stalls, Live Music 
Home-made Cakes, Refreshments, 

Raffle, Tombola  
 Bouncy castle 

 (TBC) 
Bringsty Vintage Café open: 12.00 -5.00      

Live and Let Live open:12.00- 3.00 & 6.00-11 pm  
 

Supported by Brockhampton Group and Whitbourne Parish Councils.  
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Events & Films
Spring is here
and Easter is not far away.
The days are getting longer
and the shop is decked out for spring.
We will have lots of Easter goodies
available and don’t forget to place your
orders for hot cross buns etc, in plenty
of time.
Using the Village Hall for
charitable events
If anyone is considering organising a
philanthropic or one-off community
event in the Village Hall, remember that
your event may be eligible for the hire
charges to be paid by the shop.
If anyone has ideas please contact
Angus SD on:
stormonthdarling@gmail.com.

Live on Stage
April 16th Neil Maya Quartet,
delivering high quality jazz for all
ages to enjoy but with a light hearted
approach. 7.30pm
April 3rd Bromyard Choral Society
Happy and Glorious - Songs for a
Royal Celebration 2pm
April 29th Conquest Spotlight
Poetry in performance. Three
veterans of the Conquest host an
evening of animal poetry. 7.30pm

Films 7.30pm
April 1st:Westside Story 12A
April 15th: House of Gucci 15
May dates TBC: Belfast & The Duke

Event Cinema
April 5th Exhibition on Screen
Easter in Art 7.30pm

April 24th Northern Ballet Merlin
Northern Ballet’s Merlin will take you
on a sweeping epic adventure of
heartbreak & hope 2.30pm

April 27th ROH La Traviata 7pm

Saturday morning coffee shop
10.30-12.30 everyone welcome,
good coffee - and a good chat!
For full programme details go
to www.conquest-theatre.co.uk or
call the box office 01885 488575

April 21st NT Live Henry V
Captured live from the Donmar
Warehouse in London featuring
Kit Harington (15) 7pm

April 2022

MONTHLY FILM CLUB
The choice of film for
March was ‘Ladies in
Lavender’, starring two

of our most acclaimed
actresses, Judi Dench and

Maggie Smith, as well as a host of
other familiar faces from British film
and television. The audience of ten
thoroughly enjoyed the glorious
Cornish locations in the film; the
story was absorbing, touching, and
with some gentle humour, there was
something for all tastes (including
tea and biscuits during a short
interval!)
Watch the notice sheets
for news of the next film,
and contact me if you
would like to know more.

Jan Webb
jan.dorset@gmail.com



Talk Community Hub
As reported in last month’s issue, various
Whitbourne community groups met with Herefordshire’s Talk
Community Development Officer Aimée Williams. About 40 people attended
Aimée’s presentation and the discussions were interesting and productive.
Here’s some of what Aimée had too say…
“I appreciate that being vague about what a hub is isn’t always helpful, but I

don’t want to deter people from coming up with their own ideas about what
might work in their community. Essentially, it needs the following elements,
but beyond that can be entirely flexible –
Access to the internet and a digital device/s (a chap suggested using old

laptops/tablets people in the village might like to donate rather than using seed
funding to buy new ones – fab
recycling idea) to enable people to
access health and wellbeing
information from the Talk
Community Directory and other
resources
A regular, consistent venue so

that the community know where and
how they can access the hub. This
can be daily, weekly, fortnightly or
monthly and at a set time (so it can
be publicised and people can get to
know where and when to access the
hub). You can also opt for a ‘Hub
and Spokes’ model if there are
other groups interested in being
included– one core hub with other groups and services acting as ‘spokes’:
additional places where people can access wellbeing information alongside the
central hub
In terms of funding, parish councils, charities, constituted groups and

churches are good services to support as they usually have all of these
[accounts and legal paperwork] things in place already.
Coffee and Chat or Friendship Clubs often make great central hubs as they

already exist in the community as places for people to get together and have a
regular session time and venue, and as I mentioned above you can decide to
have ‘spokes’ to expand on the Hub, and maybe look to include evening or
weekend activities too, that’s entirely up to you as a community.
I appreciate it’s a lot of information and plenty to wade through. Developing a

Talk Community Hub is a real commitment and if you do feel that the timing is
just too tight, I’d be very happy to work with you in future to explore other options
that might be available to develop new services in the village. Either way I’m here
to help you and support the village.
Kindest regards,
Aimée Williams”
8

Hub and Spokes: Aimée makes her pitch to the

April 2022
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Mouth-watering desserts

This month we meet in
Saltmarshe & District Hall on
Wednesday April 13th at 2pm
when we're having a lively
session of Any Questions
chaired by Wendy and our
competition will be ‘A Decorated
Egg of any sort’. It's bound to be
friendly and fun so why not come along and join
us? We'll make you very welcome.

In March we enjoyed some wonderful home
made puddings and a pie; all delicious and
made by Gwen. Who knew that sweet potato
was versatile enough to taste mouth watering
in a dessert pie? The lemon soufflé looked
and tasted marvellous, as did the gluten-free
orange cake. The coffee cream and pain au
chocolat bread and butter pudding completed
the five enabling us to have a mouthful from
each - with enough left for some of us to take
home. What joy!

A lovely part of the afternoon was having
Janet R with us, after a long absence with the
challenge of osteoporosis. We were so
pleased to see her once again.

This was our Annual Meeting and it was
very helpful having Cherril Watkins, our WI Adviser with us. She was very
encouraging about the friendly nature of our group and the activities we get up to,
so why not decide to come along and spend a couple of hours with us. You won't
regret it!

Christian Aid Week
15-21 May 2022
There are so many people across the world sending
their children to bed hungry. Christian Aid is
committed to doing all it can to reduce this, and
relies on donations, however small, to do so.
Please help us help them if you possibly can. There are three ways to donate:
1. In the Christian Aid envelopes which will be distributed, or found in any of our
four churches.
2. Pass on your donation to Louisa Wyatt, Tedstone House, Tedstone Delamere,
01886 821842.
3. You can donate directly via caweek.org.
If you are a UK taxpayer, please fill in the Gift Aid slip to add 25%

Many thanks.

April 2022
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Smoothing out the
Bottom
Fun and fumes were to be had
aplenty this past month in
Whitbourne when the great tar
machines of Balfour Beatty
descended on Bottom lane and
Tedney lane. For four days a skilful
and friendly team shovelled, scraped,
swept, flattened and guided their
monster machines along the narrow
lane before heading off to work on
Tedney Lane. That should last us the
next 25 years…hopefully!

The England Woodland
Creation Offer

With the England Woodland Creation
Offer from Defra and the Forestry
Commission, you could receive over
£10,000 for every hectare of woodland
you create. This offer is only available
in England.

From creating large mixed
woodlands, to planting a strip of trees
along a riverbank, you can apply for
funding through the England Woodland
Creation Offer with just one hectare of
land. And that can be made up of
smaller plots – from 10m wide and 0.1
hectares for some projects - so you can
continue to produce food on your best

agricultural land while also enjoying the
benefits of woodland creation.
With this offer you can: cover the

cost of planting and managing trees;
receive annual contributions of £300
per hectare towards maintenance costs
for up to 10 years; generate extra, long-
term income through selling carbon
credits; access free expert guidance
from the Forestry Commission every
step of the way to help you make the
right choices for your business.

In the future, you could transfer to an
environmental land management
scheme. When you do, you won't need
to repay the current funding.

Now is the time to put down roots
and create a lasting legacy that
benefits you and future generations.
Go to:
https://woodlandcreation.campaign.gov.uk

Ph
ot
o
by
Pa
ul
La
ck



11

Local Artists at the Ludlow - ‘Two Ways of Looking’
Two of our local artists - Deb Catesby, and Bill Evans - are showing some new
paintings alongside Nathanael Lamp and Colin Simmonds at the revamped
Ludlow Assembly Rooms (1, Mill St, Ludlow SY8 1AZ) until 7th May.
The exhibition will be open from Monday to

Saturday each week
8am to 8pm. There is an
excellent café on the
ground floor serving
meals or just tea and
coffee and cake.
The exhibition
continues right the way
up to the top floor of
the building - Don’t
miss!

https://www.debcatesby.co.uk/
https://www.billevanspaintings.co.uk/

April 2022

A Life in Art
Another local artist who will
have an exhibition of his
work next month is our very
own Andrew Kneen, one of
Whitbourne’s endearing
stalwarts who sadly passed
away earlier this year (see
February 2022 edition of
the magazine).
Art was always in Andrew’s
heart and as a young man
he won a scholarship to the
prestigious Slade School of
Art in London. Not long

afterwards he took off on a motorcycle and rode down the length of Italy visiting
every important gallery, building and cathedral that he could. He loved
Whitbourne and the exhibition will show Andrew’s extensive work of landscapes,
trees and flowers, portraits and a fascinating collection of his personal ideas and
themes, family and friends.

ANDREW KNEEN - A LIFE IN ART
Whitbourne Village Hall

Saturday 21st May 11am -4pm

Above: Headland by Bill Evans
Left:Woman with Bird by Deb Catesby

Andrew Kneen: Self Portrait with Tree
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Going viral for Ukraine
In the second week of the war, King’s
School headmaster had the idea to do
something musical for Ukraine. So
Whitbourne choirmaster, Christopher
Allsop, taught the choir to sing a
traditional Ukrainian New Year carol
called Shchedryk. The carol tells the
story of a swallow flying into a
household and telling the people to
come outside to see what the coming
spring will bring: the lambs being born,
and the promise of a bountiful harvest
and the prosperity it will bring. The
result was recorded and sent to every
secondary school in Kyiv.

Over 100,000 have listened
to it, and many replies have
been received from
Ukrainian schools, including
this one:’
“On behalf of our entire

school community I would like to offer
my personal and professional gratitude
for this most lovely tribute and the
support given by King's Worcester.
Such actions are key in maintaining
morale and uplifting the spirit; essential
to ensure the invader cannot have his
way. Please accept my thanks, to you
personally and to the choir. It was
lovely, moving and inspiring.”
You can see and hear it on this link: https://
youtu.be/mO84wu9x5cs
If you would like to contribute to the
King’s School Fund for Ukraine, which
this music supports, you can do it at:
tinyurl.com/ynsekad9

Choirmaster Christopher Allsop, in
his day job as Assistant Director of
Music at King’s School Worcester,
leading pupils through the
Ukrainian carol Shchedryk

April 2022

Whitbourne lad Kit Harington is
currently starring as Henry in
Shakespeare’s Henry V at the
Donmar Warehouse in London’s
West End. The production was sold
out before it opened (possibly
cornered by his fans who know him
from playing Jon Snow in Game of
Thrones) and has had rave reviews.

However, the production is being filmed as part of National Theatre Live and
will be shown in cinemas across the country on 21st April - including the
Conquest Theatre in Bromyard, the Malvern Theatre, plus the Vue and Odeon
in Worcester - much cheaper and much closer than London!
You can book at https://findavenue.ntlive.com/?title=henry-v or see the Conquest
Theatre Events & Films listings on page 7

Kit takes the lead: God for Harry! England and Saint George!

Kit ascends
the Throne
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Powering up for
a worthy cause
Pencome Young
Farmers Tractor Run on
March 6th was a great
success. Forty three
tractors gathered at
Rosemore Farm,
Whitbourne, and
followed a set course
around the parish - and
outside it - for two hours.
They were quite a sight,
from little old Fergies to
state-of-the-art machines
the size of a small house, some coming from far and wide - even from Ludlow!

After the trek it was back to Rosemore for burgers and a drink. As well as
covering the cost of the event, £250 was raised for the Air Ambulance and there
was also a raffle in aid of Ukraine.
Chris Evans

Richard Chapman (left) with organisers Archie Roberts and Lucie Wheelhouse

Although I have seen hundreds of
lambs and dozens of calves born over
the years, the emergence of a new life
still strikes me as a miracle. Perhaps
it’s the stark contrast between the
relative safety and comfort of the
womb, where nutrition and warmth are
all provided, compared with the outside
world into which the baby mammal is
literally pushed when its gestation has
reached full term.

There are some small but vital
actions the young mammal must take
to continue its survival: the first is to
take a breath, and keep breathing, and
the second is to get to its feet and seek
out its mother’s teat and suck that first
nourishing milk, usually with much
maternal licking and encouragement.
Without these actions a young life will
fail to establish and develop.

We sometimes see small but very
significant steps in our students. The
young man on work experience who,
on arrival, just sits out on the veranda...
then, finally, after a couple of months
and much encouragement, plucks up
the courage to stick his head round the
door and says good morning to us
before going to sit down back on the
veranda. The boy who after nine
months of gradually gaining confidence
socially is able to sit at the lunch table
and then one day actually eat a
homemade beef burger. Staff are
silently jubilant, but play it cool. And
the young woman who, after nearly a
year of attending, starts to articulate to
us why she sometimes needs to hide in
the tack room.

Perhaps these sound like small and
insignificant actions, but they are huge
strides for these youngsters, real
progress in their journey, and a joy to
witness.
Julia Evans

Small but significant
steps at Longlands
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Obituary

PATRICK ROBERT ‘BOB’ BARNSLEY
1941 - 2022

I only knew Bob for about 9 years. I was invited
onto the shop committee in 2012 and Bob joined
shortly afterwards as Company Secretary. If I
remember rightly, he even volunteered to do the
job which I considered to be very brave of him.
It’s a role that is much more important than that
of Chairman (that’s me) as he was the one who
had to ensure that annual accounts were sent to
Companies House at the correct time every year
and stopped me from being arrested.

Bob was a stalwart of the Village Shop. He and Annie used to do their
regular shifts right up until Covid hit in March 2020 at which point they both
shielded, mainly because Bob was older than he looked or, indeed, behaved.
They continued helping out in the background though, with Annie sorting out
invoices and Bob attending committee meetings - albeit on Zoom.

Bob was a keen badminton player. He played regularly on a Thursday
night with friends from the village and again, it was only Covid that put paid to
that as a routine. I can only assume, therefore, that he was a lot fitter than I
because I’d given up badminton many years ago.

When Bob and Annie moved from Wheatcroft on Bottom Lane a few years
ago into a new house on Ardley Meadows, it was quite an exercise in down-
sizing but one they wanted because Wheatcroft was hard work with its large
garden that was hilly in every direction. They could manage a smaller garden
but Bob still wanted a bit more so took on one of the allotments behind the
shop. He loved looking after that and his plot was always neat and tidy and
produced plenty of food for their table.

My other interaction with Bob was as a member of the Whitbourne Waites.
Bob loved to sing and had a rather fine baritone voice and would often be
given a solo if there was one going. We used to have great fun every
Christmas either augmenting the church choir for the Carol Service or just
singing a few Christmas songs for the villagers in the Village Hall: something
that we’ve missed in the last couple of years.

I loved Bob as a friend and will miss him and his forthrightness in our
committee meetings, where he could cut a silly idea dead with a bon mot. I
will also miss his silliness and his sense of humour that I found reassuring in
a strange sort of way.

It was a pleasure to know you, Bob.

Alec Heywood

April 2022
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The marriage was between Lucy Le Wafre and Roger Mortimer (of the
Wigmore dynasty of Mortimers). Lucy was the daughter of Sir Robert Le

Wafre, the family having been well established in the parish since 1160. Roger
himself was to become immortalised in history as a trusted companion of King
Edward I, before being knighted and given land and moneys to build Chirk Castle
as a reward for his service. However, he would later rebel against Edward II with
his nephew (also Roger - who later went on to become Regent of England and to
allegedly murder Edward II), and ‘our’ Roger would eventually die in the Tower of
London in 1326.

Such a wedding would have attracted the great and the good from the English
aristocracy, and whilst there are no written records of King Edward I visiting
Tedstone Wafre (and the Manor House of the Le Wafre/Mortimers), no doubt he
was fully aware and supportive of the event. In fact, the Le Wafre lands helped
solidify the Mortimer Lordship of the Welsh Marches, and so the marriage would
have been part of his broader plan to subjugate the Welsh.

To return to the wedding, the more intimate blessing in the late C11 church
would have also seen a major celebration and no doubt feasting - with venison
from the deer park! At the blessing itself, although only 50-60 people would have
squeezed into the church (a good way to envisage this is to envisage the still
standing remains of the old sister church at Edvin Loach, which was of the same
size and rough age), there would have been plenty of people of political and
military importance in that nave on that day.

There Is no doubt it was the greatest marriage in Tedstone manor Church’s
800 years of consecrated history. Whilst there would have been many Le

Wafre and Mortimer
family members, as well
as locals, married in the
church and buried in the
churchyard, this wedding
was one that would have
graced both magazines
and newspaper had it
happened today.

It is strange to think
that 745 years of history
have passed since that
event, and that the old St
Mary’s church of Tedstone
and the Le Wafre and Mortimer influence is still present in the area to this day.
Dr Martin Toms

The original church how it may have looked in the 13th Century

Exactly 745 years ago, in 1277, a significant marriage took place
in Tedstone Wafre. Whilst it is thought this formal wedding may
actually have taken place in Hereford Cathedral, the old manor and

parish church of St Mary at Tedstone Wafre will almost certainly have
hosted a formal blessing (at the very least).
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Who’s seen the Whitbourne Red Kite? I first spotted it a year or so ago but it
(or perhaps they, as there could well be more than one now) is becoming

an increasingly common sight in the skies over Whitbourne.
Hunted and persecuted to extinction in England and Scotland by the beginning

of the twentieth century, the tiny numbers still surviving in Wales were not
sufficient to recolonise the rest of England naturally so, in 1989, a reintroduction
programme was set up by the RSPB and the Nature Conservancy Council. Birds
(sourced from Spain at first) were reintroduced into four areas: the Chilterns, the
East Midlands, Yorkshire and North East England. The Chiltern birds quickly
produced enough new Kites to enable some to be donated to other areas of
England and now they have spread to our part of the world.

Scotland has had its own reintroduction programme, and the north of Scotland
is the only area of the UK where the populations are still struggling to establish.
The RSPB suspect illegal poisoning by (allegedly) the shooting industry and are
working with Police wildlife crime officers to track down those responsible.

Some kite facts: its scientific name is milvus milvus and it is part of the Kites,
Hawks and Eagles bird family. It has a reddish-brown body, angled wings and a
deeply forked tail – the tail shape is the easiest way to tell them apart from the
numerous buzzards in our area (which have squarer, blockier tails). They can
grow up to 66 cm long, with a wingspan of up to 195 cm (buzzards are smaller,

Birds, Bugs and Beasts:
Nature Notes

Once driven to the verge of extinction
in Britain, the Red Kite has slowly

made a comeback and now appears -
possibly as a pair - once again

soaring the skies above Whitbourne.
Liz Kershaw looks at this amazing

bird of prey and how, hopefully, it is
all set to thrive again

A Wake of
Whitbourne

Kites?

April 2022
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up to 57 cm long with a wingspan of up
to 128 cm).

Now we have our Whitbourne Kite
(or kites) we should be able to keep
them, as the adult birds occupy their
breeding home range throughout the
year and keep to the same nesting
sites. Male and female birds work
together to build the nest on a main
fork or limb high in a tree; they use
dead twigs for the structure, lined with
sheep’s wool and grass. Strangely,
they have a literal nesting frenzy a
couple of days before the eggs are laid,
decorating the nest with anything they
find lying around nearby.
Paper, rags, carrier bags,
crisp packets have all been
found. As the breeding
season progresses, they
add to the nest, and will
often reuse it the next
year. Over multiple years
of reusing the nests, they
can grow to a considerable
size. Quite the des res.

The female lays a clutch
of 1 – 3 eggs at 3 day
intervals in April and she
incubates them mainly
alone for up to 38 days.
The male provides her with
food to enable her to attend the eggs
constantly. This gender work split
continues for the first two weeks after
the young hatch, and then the female
can go foraging again. The young (who
can be aggressive with each other)
start to fledge after about 50 days,
sometimes waiting until 60 – 70 days.
After they have earned their first flying
stripes, the parents care for them in the
vicinity of the nest for a further 15-20
days. Like many a Whitbourne
youngster, they set off for a period of
wandering – and then often return as
adults to their home area and start their

own breeding process at around 2
years of age. If they survive all the
hazards associated with youth and
human predation, they can live up to 10
– the oldest recorded wild Kite was 26.

So, we have our Kite here but how
can we help it survive? Kites are

mainly scavengers that eat carrion and
small mammals (voles, shrews etc.), so
we don’t need to be afraid that it will go
after our pets or chickens and
persecute it. Some die from poisoning,
either deliberate or accidental
(rodenticide, for example), so we can
make sure that such poisons are used

carefully and are made as inaccessible
as possible to birds. And finally, it/they
must be nesting somewhere and so if
anyone is felling a large tree, please
check before the axe falls – which is, of
course, best practice anyway.

The most common collective noun
for a group of Kites is a wake (or
sometimes a husk, kettle or roost), so
let’s hope for a wake of the beautiful
birds enriching our skies over the
coming years.

Liz Kershaw

Going out on a limb: The distinctive ‘V’ tail

April 2022
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Through the past two years of the pandemic, it has become
commonplace to express gratitude for professional carers. They
have kept on looking after people when nobody else could, often
exposing themselves to the risk of infection and are almost always
short-handed. Andrea Bailey of Tedstone Wafre is one of those
amazing ‘few’ and works in a care home in Bromyard. Chris Evans
caught up with her to learn more.

Andrea and her mum, Corrine, received me with a mug of tea, and as we
talked I watched from their sitting room as large numbers of goldfinches

fluttered around their bird feeder.
For twenty years, she worked as office manager for her late father, Gordon,

helping run a national children’s charity. She had always ‘had a soft spot for older
people’, starting with her own Gran; but she thought she might be too squeamish
to help with personal care on a regular basis. Then about ten years ago, her
much loved cat became very ill and she found she could cope with that okay. So
she applied for and was offered a job as a carer in Worcester.

Almost three years ago she started working in Bromyard, where she does
three nights a week on and four nights off, during which catching up on adequate
sleep is the first priority. She gets to work about 8.45pm, and is there until
7.45am. Break times are not laid down, they are dependent on how much she is
needed by residents, “There are quiet nights and there are busy nights.”

Who Cares?

April 2022



I was curious as to the attraction of
working nights. “People think residents
sleep all night,” she replied, “But they
don’t. Often it is the best opportunity to
have quality time with them, when you
are not rushed off your feet with meals,
treatments and visitors.” Even so, the
laundry and much of the cleaning gets
done at night, and there are often calls
for midnight snacks!

True, working nights means you
miss some of the celebrations, like
Christmas but you can
always tell when there
has been extra sugar
and alcohol consumed!

The residents are
not of course, family,
but they do become
friends - some have a
wicked sense of
humour, and don’t hold
back! And the closer
they become, the more
difficult it is to see
them reach the end of
their lives. Although
some colleagues like
to attend funerals for
those they have looked after, Andrea
decided early on not to do that as she
risked becoming too upset.

But it is normal, especially on the
night shift, to sit with residents who are
poorly, helping them by playing their
favourite music, going through photo
albums of events and people they
remember, reading letters from friends
and family and just being alongside
them holding their hand.

Quite a few residents suffer from
dementia of various kinds, and this
needs particular skills. They can
become agitated or aggressive –
usually just for a few seconds. They
can also have unexpectedly lucid

moments, and ask, “Where am I?”
“Who are you?” “What am I doing
here?” Andrea has had to learn to deal
with their reality, and not fit them into
her own. And helping them with
personal care can “involve a huge
invasion of their privacy. You have to
explain as you go along what you are
doing and why.”

Another skill necessary when
wearing a mask, as in the pandemic,
has been to “smile with your eyes”. It

makes a masked face
less scary, especially to
someone with dementia.

‘What has been the
impact of the
pandemic?’ I asked.
“Anxiety and stress” was
Andrea’s immediate
reply. Thankfully, her
care home has not lost
anyone to Covid so far,
but staff was short at the
beginning of lockdown.
Help from agencies
could not be brought in
because no front line
staff were allowed to

work in more than one home, and
constant advertising seemed to bring
few recruits. With extra cleaning
required too, they ended up running in
ever smaller circles. Thankfully now the
home is pretty much fully staffed.

The home had a policy that close
relatives could always visit if a resident
became dangerously ill. They would
cover up with PPE to avoid bringing or
receiving infection, until they reached
their loved one, at which point it was
necessary to remove their mask so
they would be recognised.

Being a carer is a demanding role,
and we are right to honour them. What
I wondered, does Andrea do when she

19

Covering up: Andrea dons protection
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JULIET
TWINBERROW

BVM&S, MRCV
PROVIDING AMOBILE
VETERINARY SERVICE
FOR ALL YOUR PETS

01886 821408
07772 799754

www.housevet.co.uk

Opening Times (Excl. 25th & 26th Dec):
Mon – Fri: 8.30am – 7pm

Sat: 9am – 1pm
Sun: 9am – 11am
BH: 9am – 11am

Kings Arms Yard, Bromyard
Herefordshire HR7 4EE
Tel. 01885 488822

www.bromyardvets.co.uk
info@bromyardvets.co.uk

• Approved member of the Royal College
of Veterinary Surgeons Practice Standards

Scheme
• Purpose built small animal facility
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is off duty? She particularly enjoys
making jewellery (although she hasn’t
managed to do much of late), and
taking photos of scenes in the
countryside around. She is also
helping her sister set up a business
making muppet style stage puppets. I
saw two that she has made – larger
than I had expected, and full of
character. They are used particularly in
church presentations.

“At the end of the day,” Andrea

sums up, “you are helping people to do
what they can’t do and encouraging
them to what they can for themselves,
which can be a huge achievement
even for the little things. Making people
smile or laugh could make their day
and is encouraging for us too.”

We all need that.
Thank you, Andrea; to you and to so

many other carers.
Chris Evans

April 2022

Why not join the Hereford Cathedral team for a day of crafting activities
suitable for the whole family? Make a selection of crafts to take home

and discover more about the Easter Story!
(Tickets £2.50 per participating child. Children must be accompanied by a
responsible adult. Tickets available via the website, or bring cash on the day)

Easter Family
Craft Day

Tuesday 19th April,
11am – 3pm



PUSSY CAT CATTERY
www.pussycatcattery.co.uk

• Idyllic peaceful location
• Built and run to FAB specifications
• Individually heated, safe and secure
• Units with covered outside run
• Viewings welcome

Amanda Wills, Seville Cottage,
Suckley WR6 5EQ. Tel 01886 884867

New, luxury cattery set in beautiful
countryside. Run by genuine cat lover

Fully licensed and insured

All chalets have heated bedrooms and
spacious play runs

Special needs and diets catered for
Kitty’s Cattery
Coronation Cottage, Broadwas, Worcester, WR6 5NT
www.kittyscattery.co.uk

Phone Lesley on 01886 821154
LUXURY CATTERY

Fabulous horse riding experience in wonderful
countryside for adults and children of all

abilities, family groups welcome

Riding lessons and horse care courses in
the holidays

Beginners welcome

tiptonhall.co.uk Tel: 07792 358742
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M J Read (Contractors) Ltd.
With over 35 years of experience, our family run

business prides itself on the quality of our
workmanship

• excavator mounted shape saw head
• site clearance
• groundworks
• pond & pool construction
• mini digger hire
• sewerage treatment plants
• plant hire
• driveways
• drainage
• demolition
• concrete breaker
• foundations

***NEW… we can now offer an excavator mounted saw
head as a quick and easy way to reshape overgrown
hedges and branches

Contact Martin for a detailed quote on
07973 795292 / 01885 488355

mjreadcontractor@outlook.com

April 2022
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Best of British Ground
Maintenance & Garden Services

Makers of Beautiful Gardens

Domestic & commercial
Border maintenance, Grass cutting, Hedge

trimming, All year lawn care, Weed
treatment, Fertilizing & Nourishment

We pride ourselves on a very high standard of
all work at competitive prices. Whether you

require regular maintenance or just a helping
hand to get you on your way to a beautiful

garden we can help.

Free no obligation quotation

5 Nash Close, Martley, Worcester, WR6 6PY

Tel: 01886 889070; Mob:07983351634

E-mail: bestofbritish1958@gmail.com

April 2022



Chris Treuttens

Including traditional
DRY STONE WALLING &

HEDGELAYING

Telephone 07789 062450

Garden and Landscape Services* *

Most aspects of tree surgery undertaken including pruning,
trimming, felling and removal

Hedge laying and fencing
Mowing and garden maintenance

From private garden to agricultural (HLS) work
NPTS qualified and full public liability insurance

Contact 01886 821542 or 07813 611221

HUGH DAVIES
GROUNDS MAINTENANCE
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SHIRE’S TREE
SERVICES
ED STOBO

Tree Surgeon
Stump Grinding
Hedge Trimming

M:07969805016
edstobo84@gmail.com

MWDIGGER SERVICES
MICRO - 3 TON DIGGERS

DUMPER HIRE AVAILABLE

MACHINE AND OPERATOR

APPROVED DRIVEWAY CONTRACTOR WITH

OVER 20 YEARS EXPERIENCE

MOBILE- 07980427020

LAND LINE- 01886 502011

GRAPH SURVEY PARTNERSHIP
Land and Engineering Surveying Services

Civil Engineering Setting Out, Topographical
Surveys, Volumetric Analysis, Establishing

Control Networks, Data Preparation, 3D Machine
Guidance and Instrument Hire. All teams carry

Robotic EDM, GPS and precise levelling
functionality.

Tel 07973 381362 / 07885 203875
www.graphsurveys.co.uk

8 Heathbrook Avenue, Wall Heath, West Midlands, DY6 0ER

April 2022



D & G Drainage
All aspects of drainage installations

and repairs
Drain cleaning and unblocking

Blocked drains, toilets, sinks, baths,
showers

CCTV Camera Inspection/surveys

Contact Daniel Lowndes for free

quotation!

Tel: 01684 561338 or

Mobile: 07875 394571

E-mail: dan@dgdrainage.com
www.fixmydrains.co.uk
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Woodhouse Landscapes
DESIGN AND BUILD
Alistair Woodhouse ND Hort

Hill Cross Barn Tedstone Delamere
Bromyard HR7 4PR

07813 156010
alistair@woodhouselandscapes.co.uk

www.woodhouselandscapes.co.uk

Our job
really sucks
your septic tank or cesspit clean! 

Call in the experts from

Mayglothling Waste today. 

Our friendly team will 

take care of all your 

drainage problems:

n  Septic Tanks

n  Drains

n  Pumps

n  Commercial Waste

n  Sewage Plants

Please quote WVN415 when calling:

01544 230364
www.mayglothlingwaste.com

Septic Tank Emptying
Sewage Treatment Plants : Soakaways

Blockage Clearance : Sewage Treatment
Engineers

Call us now for free advice & quotation
www.aquacleansingltd.co.uk

01886 888471
enquiries@aquacleansing.co.uk

Berrow Green Road,
Martley, WR6 6PQ

April 2022
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AERIAL MAPPING
FROM A DRONE

Topographical Surveys and Aerial
Photography by CAA Registered PfCO
using a Fully Insured RTK GPS Survey

grade Drone and local pilot. 3D BIM
Models Produced for visualisation.

For a competitive quote email in first
instance roger@graphsurveys.co.uk or

phone Roger Dixon 07973 381362

April 2022



Paul the Painter
Your local professional painter &

decorator
All interior & exterior, from a single

room to a whole house

Contact: 07759 298754

E-mail paulthepainter23@msn.com

WOODEND
Established 1970

PAINTER & DECORATOR
INTERIOR AND EXTERIOR

HEATHFIELD, BRINGSTY
NR WORCESTER

TEL: 01886 821392 MOB: 07709 739301

J B Services
Painting and Decorating

I offer very competitive rates and excellent service.

For a no obligation quote, please call

Home: 01885 482149

Mobile: 07870 110124

26 April 2022



Have you got a problem with
your TV, VIDEO, WASHING
MACHINE, MICROWAVE, etc?

Then call Pat Priest
General Electrical Services

NOW!
Established locally for 18 years with over 30
Years experience of the trade. We offer fast,

Reliable and honest solutions to your problems
at fixed rate prices

07974310222
24 hour

answering
service
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Peace of mind 
at the touch of a button 

Roller Garage Doors Supplied & Fitted by: 

CALL NOW: 01885 488 994

 
Unit D Linton Trading Estate Worcester Road  

Bromyard   HR7 4QT 

April 2022



Are Your Locks
Behaving Badly?

THE LOCKSMITH
01905 570 999 07871 44 20 11

www.locksmithworcestershire.co.uk

ALL TYPES OF DOOR & WINDOW LOCKS OPENED,
REPAIRED, SERVICED

UPVC DOUBLE GLAZING MULTI-POINT
LOCK REPAIR SPECIALIST

ADDITIONAL HOME SECURITY
INCLUDING GARAGE, SHED & GATES

LOCKS UPGRADED TO CURRENT INSURANCE
SPECIFICATION

DOOR ADJUSTMENT & REALIGNMENT

• NO CALL OUT CHARGE •
• FREE ONSITE ESTIMATES •

• SAME DAY SERVICE AVAILABLE •

MORE INFORMATION CALL STEWART
AT:
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KILN DRIED LOGS

100% British kiln dried hardwood

Below 20% moisture, maximum heat output

FREE Hi-Ab delivery within 40 miles of HR2 9JJ

Multi-Bag Discounts & Community Buys

local.certainlywood.co.uk
01981 251796

April 2022



www.andysweeps.com

Tel: 01886 821933
07798 790913

CHIMNEY
SWEEP
Andy
Johnson

Certificates Issued
Evening/Weekend Sweeps

Stove Maintenance
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To advertise in this space
email the Editor:

parish.magazine@yahoo.co.uk

Only £45 for the year.

April 2022



! Good Eating !
Outside catering for any occasion

Parties, Weddings, Receptions, Funeral teas

Garden marquee and Mr Whippy ice cream machine

available to hire

Very competitive rates : Excellent service

Janet Rogers (01885) 482392
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Smart Home Services
Help with PC, Tablet, Smartphone, Virus &

Spyware removal.

IT problems solved
Honest help and advice at a
competitive hourly rate

Trevor Smartz
01886 821661 or 07732 464572

trevor@trevorshop.com www.trevorshop.com

We clean Windows, Conservatorives,
Solar Panels, uPVC…

4, 8 and 12 weekly cleaning
Over 18 years of experience, fully insured, based in Whitbourne

Call Steve on 07967 672713or 01886 822009

www.andrewjelleyopticians.co.uk

YOUR LOCAL  
OPTICIAN
34-36 High Street, Bromyard, Herefordshire 

 

01885 488259
Open Monday-Saturday 9am-5pm

CONTEMPORARY COUNTRY LIVING

Book on 01886 884665

Lower Court, Suckley, WR6 5DE

HOLLOWAYS
GARDEN FURNITURE

NOW IN STOCK

www.holloways.co.uk

ANTIQUES COURTYARDS
FURNITURE SHOWROOMS

NEPTUNE STORE  GIFT SHOP

BREAKFAST  LUNCH  AFTERNOON TEA

Terracotta pots & garden benches

April 2022



01885 489900
50 High Street, Bromyard HR7 4AE

Private Chapel of Rest
Pre Paid Funeral Plans

EMMA BOUSTON
FUNERAL SERVICES

A local independent
Funeral Director
offering a personal
24 hour service

CARPET & UPHOLSTERY
CLEANING SPECIALISTS
PART OF CHAMBERMAIDS EST. 1993

* Fully trained & insured operators
* Latest equipment

* Minimum drying times
* We move furniture

* Customer satisfaction guarantee
* Oriental rug specialists
* Stainshield treatment
* Deodorizer treatment

* Conditioning treatment
* Quotations on request

Carpet & Upholstery Cleaning Specialists,

Highfields, Knightwick, Worcestershire
WR6 5QG

01886 821554 : 07971 603007
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We pride ourselves on offering a personal and local service for home, car, 
commercial vehicle, horse and business insurance as well as pensions, 
investments and protection.

Call us on 01568 612427 to speak to a member of our friendly and expert team who 
can tailor cover to meet your insurance needs.

NFU Mutual, The Old Penny Bank, Burgess Street,  
Leominster, Herefordshire, HR6 8DE 
Leominster_agency@nfumutual.co.uk
NFU Mutual Financial Advisers advise on NFU Mutual  
products and selected products from specialist providers.  
We’ll explain the advice services and the charges. Financial 
advice is provided by NFU Mutual Select Investments Ltd. 

INSURANCE ON YOUR  
DOORSTEP – FOR YOU  
AND YOUR BUSINESS

A Allen & A J Folly is an appointed representative of The National Farmers Union Mutual Insurance Society 
Limited (No. 111982).
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OSTEOPATHIC CLINIC
Not just for backs

Osteopathic treatment for infants and adults

Mark Roughley
Registered Osteopath

Maylite Business Centre

Maylite Trading Estate

Martley

WR6 6PQ

01886 889002

32

MARTLEY
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yeomansgaragelimited@hotmail.co.uk

YEOMANS GARAGE LTD
Clifton-upon-Teme, Worcestershire WR6 6DH

01886 812292Phon
e

M.O.T
TEST
CENTRE

• SERVICES
• REPAIR
• DIAGNOSTICS
• TYRES & BATTERIES
• 24 HOUR RECOVERY
• COLLECTION & DELIVERY

MON - FRI 8AM-5.30PM, SAT: 8AM-12.30PM

• SALES

Director: NICOLA HALL, FBRA, CNHC Registered

Monks Orchard, Whitbourne, WR6 5RB
01886-821207 / info@baylyreflexology.co.uk

Reflexology Treatment
for a wide range of conditions from one of the most

experienced practitioners in the UK

33April 2022
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MOBILE POST OFFICE

Whitbourne
Mondays 2.45pm - 4pm

Live Inn car park.

The unit provides all the usual
post office services from selling
stamps, taking parcels, taxing
your car, pensions, passports,

selling stationery and organising
currency.

Upper Sapey
Tuesdays 3pm - 4pm

Junction of Orchard Gdns and
Lockhill

Opening Hours:
Monday - Friday:

10am-4pm
Saturday:

10am to 3pm
Sunday:

10am to 12.30pm
We are always on the look-
out for volunteers to work at
the shop. If you would like
to volunteer, please pop in
and enquire at the shop.

Dear Readers
IMPORTANT MESSAGE

ABOUT OUR
ADVERTISING

To enable us to continue to
distribute the magazine to
you free of charge, we must
maintain our advertising. To
this end, should you choose
a trader from the listings in
this magazine, please make
sure you mention where
you found them. This will
encourage them to re-
advertise - which makes us
happy and keeps the
magazine going - free of
charge!

April 2022



All Sundays in April:
9:30am Holy Communion at St John the Baptist, Whitbourne.

All Tuesdays:
9am Morning Prayer from home by Zoom*

All Wednesdays:
9:30am Morning Prayer from home by Zoom*

In addition:
Palm Sunday 10th April: 11am Holy Communion at St Michael & All Angels,
Upper Sapey
Maundy Thursday 14th April: 7pm Liturgy of Maundy Thursday, with Foot
Washing, at St John the Baptist, Whitbourne
Good Friday 15th April: 2pm Liturgy of Good Friday at St John the Baptist,
Whitbourne
Holy Saturday 16th April: 7pm Easter Vigil at St Mary's, Edvin Loach
Easter Sunday 17th April: 11am Holy Communion at St Michael & All Angels,
Upper Sapey
*Please ask Rev'd Dawn Hyett (hyettdawn@gmail.com) for invitations to
Zoomed services.
**Services from St John the Baptist are usually Zoomed from church for those
unable to attend in person.

Visit whitbourne.org.uk for the very latest information.

Church Services

Revd Dawn Hyett (Interim Minister) 01885 483747; hyettdawn@gmail.com
Revds Andrew Bullock and Jan Webb (permission to officiate)
Mrs Alexandra Bullock and Mr Chris Evans (Licensed Readers)
Churchwardens
Edvin Loach: Lis Morris 01885 483727 and Jeff Salt 01885 489318
Tedstone Delamere: Kathleen Harris 01885 483681 and William North 853321
Upper Sapey: Ian Evans-Fisher 853441 and David Roberts 853665
Whitbourne: Anne Evans 821534 and Clive Pickering 822210
Church Officers
Parochial Church Council Secretary: Louisa Wyatt 821842, louisawyatt1@gmail.com
Safeguarding Officer: Brenda Allan 0734 962 391, brendapallan24@gmail.com
All phone numbers on this page have area code 01886 unless stated otherwise.

Andrew JanAlexandra Chris Revd Dawn Hyett
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Church Contacts
Note that St James, Tedstone Delamere, is not currently in use due to a dry rot infestation

April 2022



Fine Dining Tasting Menus  
Home Grown, Organically-Farmed & Seasonal

11 Indulgent Bedrooms – Spoiling Self-Catering Cottage
Inspiring Corporate Spaces, Inside & Out 

Extraordinary Weddings

Woodland Feasts – May 1st & 2nd

An Evening with Alistair McGowan & Deborah Rose – June 11th

come & play 

EaT • SlEeP • WORK • MARRy

Www.crumPlEbuRy.cO.uk  •  whiTbouRne, woRcesTeR, wr6 5Sg


