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Welcome Back!
Churches open their doors once again
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Cover Photograph: Paul Lack

The Magazine is published by the Parochial
Church Council (PCC) for the communities of
Edvin Loach, Tedstone Delamere, Tedstone
Wafre, Upper Sapey, Whitbourne and
Wolferlow. Eleven issues are delivered free to
every household each year (joint January -
February New Year issue is published mid-
late January). It is financed from advertising
income with any profits gifted to the Church.
It is managed by a group of volunteers who
deal with editorial matters, billing and
distribution. If you want to get involved,
please contact the Editor.
Contributions are most welcome and can be
emailed to the editor at:
parish.magazine@yahoo.co.uk Anonymity
will be considered on request, but not
provided automatically. The views expressed
by contributors to the Magazine are their own
and do not represent the position of the PCC
or any other body. The last day for
submissions is the 10th of the month.
Please email the above address for prices and
other queries for advertisements.

A group of local residents is offering
help with shopping and some
essentials if you are unable to leave
your home during Covid 19. They can:
• Pick up shopping and medication
• Post your letters or parcels
• Help to top up gas and electricity
• Call you for a friendly chat

If you need help, contact Sue Bayliss
or Noelle Wilson on 01886 822236

Knightwick Surgery 821279
Great Witley Surgery 01299 896788
Nunwell Surgery 01885 483412

Saltmarshe & District Hall 853512
Upper Sapey Village Hall 853512
Whitbourne Village Hall bookings
(email whitbournevhall@gmail.com)
Clifton-upon-Teme Village Hall 812464

Bromyard Town Council 01885 482825
Herefordshire Council 01432 260000
Worcestershire Council 01905 763763

Whitbourne Village Shop 821867
Clifton Upon Teme Village Stores
812303

The Live Inn (Whitbourne) 822276
Live and Let Live (Bringsty) 821462
Clifton-Upon-Teme Primary School
812258

Police – West Mercia 0300 3333000

Useful Telephone Numbers
(all numbers 01886 except where stated)
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This Month…
Dear Friends,

I don’t know about you but I am becoming more excited as
we get closer to 21st June and the end of all lockdown
measures - assuming the positive pandemic data are still
holding up.

I have found myself examining the past 15 months. There
have been some things I have missed very much - hugging
my family, seeing my granddaughter who was 5 months old
before I was able to meet her for the first time, going out for
a coffee with friends or family, and sitting and chatting. Similarly there have been
things I now find I’m thinking, “Why do I need to do that again? It was boring/
difficult/unnecessary, and not doing it hasn’t made any difference.”

Several times I have heard from people younger than me, who will be returning
to work, about competition for promotion or a pay rise, causing the workplace to
be a stressful environment. I have heard about the extra time for socialising
because the commute has not been needed, of companies reducing their work
space and bringing staff in to the office once a week on a rotational basis.

The future has the potential to be different and better. Let’s think about our
actions and consider if they are helpful or beneficial. Let’s work on making society
cleaner, greener and happier. God has given us a wonderful planet with diversity
and beauty in abundance and now, after 15 months of constraint, we have the
chance to pause and think about how we proceed. Those who know me will
know I have been banging the green, eco-friendly drum for many years. This is
an ideal opportunity to look at those issues.

What I believe we have been given is a chance to think and change where we
can, for the improvement of the planet, our lives and the future of us all. Let’s
work with God on this one and keep this beautiful planet and our lives worthwhile.
Our children and grandchildren deserve the wonders we had and enjoyed as little
people. Let’s use this time to really make a difference for all.

Let’s keep that data heading in the right direction and enjoy the 21st June! And
I really hope that you and many others will want to join the End of Lockdown
Service on 27th June for the whole community (see elsewhere in this issue). On
that day we can, for the first time in months, all be together to acknowledge what
we have lost in the last 15 months, to celebrate the here and now, and to look
forward to the future. You are warmly invited - Greater Whitbourne marking the
end of lockdown together, at 9.30 am in St John the Baptist church, Whitbourne.
If you don’t feel confident to do that, then the service will be Zoomed and I can
send you a link if you email me for that.
Much love
Dawn
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We have gone through it as a community; now this is a
chance to come out of it as a community.

Whitbourne Church
9.30am on Sunday, 27th June.

but barring unexpected bad news, the end of Covid
restrictions in our country is coming this month.

An Invitation

Although we have suffered less than many, there is still
pain when we remember what we have lost: loved ones,
opportunities, jobs and experiences. But there are things
to give thanks for too - that we have made it through and
the ways of our community life have been reinforced.
And above all, we can look ahead to a fresh start.

So you are all warmly invited to join an ‘end of
lockdown service’ with choir and music at;

By good fortune, in the Church’s calendar, June 27th is the Patronal
Festival of Whitbourne Church, when none of the other churches in
the parish have a service, and everyone is invited to take part in the
Festival service. So on this occasion we can mark this moment all
together as a Greater Parish.

It’s been a long time coming…



News & Notices

With (hopefully) the end of Covid
restriction in sight, we would like to
resume with a ‘What’s On’ events
listing.
So if you, your group or your parish have
any events lined up in the coming months,

please email us at: parish.magazine@yahoo.co.uk
and we’ll list it in the magazine.

Upper Sapey Events
We are planning to hold our first communion service on
Sunday 4th July at 11.00 am inside Upper Sapey Church.
It would be lovely to see you there.
It will be a service where we hope to have an organist

playing live music. Needless to say, we will be subject to
whatever restrictions are in place at the time.

We have also formed an Activities Group and are looking at
starting a variety of activities in Olly’s Friendship Room, The activities
will be aimed at everyone so please come along to our FREE cream
tea on Saturday 10th July 3pm - 5pm and let us know what you
would like us to organise:

Gardening? Garden Design? Clay Sculpture? Easy identification of Wild
Flowers, Birds, Trees or Grasses? Music? What Else? You tell us!

Contact David Roberts at david@aquimedia.co.uk or ring 01886 853665
APPEAL: As we have mentioned before, we have an obligation to provide an
accessible access to the church and to improve the entrance drive, which can be
very slippery at times. We have launch an appeal for £1,000 towards the cost of
carrying out the work. If you would like to make a contribution, however small, it
would be very much appreciated. Please would you make your cheque payable
to 'Olly's Friendship Room, Upper Sapey' and send it to John Bland, Redlands,
Upper Sapey, Worcester WR6 6XT or send it online to:-
Account name - Olly's Friendship Room, Upper Sapey. Sort Code:- 30-94-99,
Account Number: 26801460

In the event that social distancing has to be extended beyond June
27th, these services and events will need to be postponed. If this
happens we will put up posters around the parish, and you will find an

announcement at http://www.whitbourne.org.uk/.”
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Volunteers wanted!
The opportunity has arisen for a volunteer or a group of

volunteers to be responsible for the creation and
maintenance of a garden or quiet zone within the village. This
patch of land used to be maintained by Whitbourne School
and the Whitbourne Estate has now kindly offered its use to
the parish. The area is next to the playing fields in the north

west corner.

If you would like to volunteer to take on this opportunity, then
please email the Clerk at the address below. If you have ideas
for the use of this area, then we’d like to hear them! As it is a
secluded area, it has the potential to become a haven for
wildlife and an area for reflection and sanctuary for all

parishioners.

Kevin Phillips
Clerk to Whitbourne Parish Council

Email: whitbournepcclerk@outlook.com"

Strolling along the A44
Last month’s evening closure of the A44
for resurfacing was a golden
opportunity for some quiet litter picking.
The LAW enjoyed an hour of beautiful
evening sunshine and birdsong with
only the occasional Tarmac lorry
thundering by. The Bringsty Vintage
kindly allowed us to stack all the full
bags, broken roadsigns and car parts
outside their gate to be collected by
Balfour Beatty.

Rachel Freeman
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Next village pick is on June 12th, 10am
at the village hall. Everyone is welcome.
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Maureen Williams is currently in the process of applying for two grants
(one from the Village Shop and a Lottery Grant), it was agreed that these grants
would be used to buy a new set of swings with matting, replace the matting
under the baby swings, new Goal Posts with netting and an Archery Net.
On Sunday we had a small working party to tidy up & clean the equipment
on the playing fields. We arranged for a skip to take away the old matting,
removed over hanging tree branches, resituated a seating bench, fixed the
notice board, took down the old unusable double swing frame and removed the
old matting ready for when the new swings can be purchased.
We would like to give big thank you to Steve Dayus with his mini digger &
grab to move and load the skip with the very heavy old matting, Ed Stobo tidying
the overhanging tree and cutting down the old swing frames and Neil Hunt for
cementing in the bench and the notice board, all of which are not on the
committee but gave up their time to help. Also thank you to some of the
committee Maureen Williams, Madi Hunt, Jackie Bromley, Annette Meĳer and
Tess Hunt for cleaning of the equipment. We would also like to thank Counsellor
Nigel Shaw and Andrew Bullock who also very kindly gave up their time up help
clean the equipment.
Due to Covid we have not been able to raise funds for over 15 months, and
not run the 200 club which helps pay for all the maintenance and upkeep on the
play equipment. We are hoping to start this back up in the autumn when it is safe
to go around the village selling 200 Club tickets. If you would like any further
information regarding the 200 Club, please do not hesitate to contact any of the
committee or email WPFA65@gmail.com.
Current Committee Members
Maureen Williams (Chairperson), Tess Hunt (Treasurer), Madi Hunt

(Secretary), Jackie Bromley (Parish Council Representative), Liz Kershaw,
Annette Meĳer, Adrian Taylor & James Bullock

Whitbourne Playing Fields Association
Report on the AGM held on Monday 19th April 2021 via zoom.

Twenty years ago Whitbourne parish council had a very difficult decision to
make, having been approached by the committee trying to raise the funds
to build a new village hall. The committee had managed through fund

raising and other grants to get 90% of the money needed to demolish the old hall
and build a new one at the same location. So they asked the PC if they could
make up the shortfall, otherwise the whole venture would fail, and the grants
would be lost. The PC had insufficient funds in reserve to cover the amount so
the only way to find the money was to take out a loan. The PC realised that any
loan would have to be paid back by many PCs in the future. So after a long

Whitbourne Parish Council Annual Report
by Ron James, Chairman
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debate it was decided to take out a
loan that would be paid back over
twenty years at a fixed rate interest,
with the repayments factored into the
annual precept. We have now come
to the end of this twenty year period
and will make the final payment this
month. I think I am the only parish
councillor still serving that was on the
PC that took out the original loan, but I
am sure I am not alone in thinking that
it was the correct decision.We now
have an excellent village hall that is
fully paid for and should serve the
parish for many years to come. We will
also be able to decide at our
November PC meeting whether we
wish to reduce our precept or to use
this sum to finance other projects for
the benefit of the parish. I would value
any feedback on this subject from
residents because it is their money not
the PC’s.

We have had many meetings
during the last year, all of which
have been via Zoom. There are
advantages and disadvantages with
this form of meeting, the main
advantage is that it is far more
comfortable sat at home than
venturing out on a cold wet winters
evening to a cold village hall, but also
there has been a much larger
attendance by members of the public
when all they have to do is log on.
Although the delay between vision and
sound that sometimes occurs can be a
little disconcerting - and it is difficult at
times to stress the importance of a
point when all anyone can see is your
face - it has proved to be quite
successful. However from the 6th of
May the government has ruled that

online council meetings must stop
and face to face meetings only will be
allowed. I think there will probably be
challenges to this ruling and I can see
that ways will be found to hold some
virtual meetings in the future.

Most of the 106 money acquired
from the Ardley Meadows housing
developers has now largely been
spent, with the pavement from Ardley
Meadows having been extended to the
community shop, the new bus shelter
erected and a bike rack having been
installed for users of the village hall
and playing fields. The PC is intending
to use the small amount remaining
to pay for white lines to be painted
on both sides of the road from the
shop to the old school which is a
length of road that is used by a lot of
pedestrians but does not have a
footpath. The PC was delighted that
an initiative led by Nigel Shaw and
Bringsty Manorial Court have recently
recycled the old bus shelter and
repositioned it on Bringsty Common for
the use of school children and other
bus users.

I am sorry to report that there has
been no progress with the eyesore
that was previously the Wheatsheaf
Inn, but because this building is in
private ownership the PC has very little
power to force any progress. It is
hoped that in the next twelve months
someone will come forward willing to
run it again as a commercial venture or
the owner puts in an application for a
more creditable plan.

The PC has spent a lot of time in
the last twelve months dealing with
planning applications. Although the
PC’s role when commenting on
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applications is only advisory it always
tries to mirror the views of the majority
of residents and often uses the
Neighbourhood Development Plan
(NDP) to guide its decisions.
We have to review the NDP every

year to see if it is still fit for purpose,
and when we looked at it last year it
was decided that a working group
would be set up under the leadership
of the vice chairman Jackie Bromley
and would be made up of several
parish councillors and others with
local knowledge or specialist skills.
The remit of this group is to see if the
present NDP needs to be updated due
to changes in the governments
housing policy.

Although the Village Hall and the
Playing Fields have both been
closed to the public for most of the
last year their committees have still
had plenty to do. The Village Hall has
now had CCTV and internet access
installed, the Playing Fields committee
are in the process of removing the old
matting and throughly cleaning the
play equipment and also applying for
grants to replace the broken swings.
The PC clerk works very closely with

the county’s road maintenance
contractors and we are usually able to
get any potholes throughout the parish
roads filled promptly, as long as they
satisfy the criteria. Unfortunately the
road at the junction of the A44 at
the Wheatsheaf that we have had
many complaints about does not
come into that category because the
potholes are very shallow and it is
classed as a low speed area. The PC
agreed to support an application by
Bringsty Manorial Court for a study of

the speed of traffic crossing the
common on the A44 but asked for the
study to continue past the junction at
the Wheatsheaf as far as the county
border. The PC was asked by
Herefordshire Council if it would
like to delay the cutting of the
verges in the parish to encourage
more wild flowers to bloom and seed,
but felt that it was too dangerous with
the number of people now walking on
our narrow lanes who need to take
refuge on the verges from passing
vehicles. My thanks must go to the
volunteers that are regularly picking
up the litter from our verges and public
areas, they have made a huge
difference but it is a great pity they
need to do it at all.

The Whitbourne Parish Council
website has recently been
revamped which makes it easier for
you to access information on
agendas, minutes and the contact
details for all the parish councillors
and the ward councillor.
I have recently been remembering

that it was also twenty years ago
that this parish was one of the
worse hit by the Foot and Mouth
outbreak in the country. At that time
in 2001 there were no farm animals
left in the fields and the smell and
haze of the smoke lingered throughout
the centre of the village for weeks.
What a contrast this spring has been
with just about every field full of ewes
and their lambs or cows and young
calves. It just goes to show that things
will recover and often recover better,
and I believe it will be the same after
this Covid emergency recedes.
Hopefully it will encourage more
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people to help to preserve and improve what we have in this parish by
volunteering to join one of the following groups that are trying to do that: the
Playing Fields committee, Village Hall committee, Bringsty Manorial Court,
Community Shop, Whitbourne Church and Litter Action Whitbourne. Please join
one if you feel you can help.
(Apologies to any groups I have missed)

Ron James

Here we are, halfway through this year, and
Saltmarshe ladies are celebrating their WI being
awarded the Paddy Ariss Trophy in the recent
Annual Council Meeting of the Herefordshire
Federation of Women's Institutes (held of course via
Zoom). We were nominated because it was thought
that “As a more traditional WI you had embraced
technology throughout the pandemic and kept in
touch with all your members by every which way you

could." It's certainly pleasing to have one's efforts noticed.
One of our long-time members, Rachel, put it like this: "At times over the years

we've felt like we were forgotten despite one of our members, Mrs. Page, being
County Chairman, probably in the 1980s." And it's true that, as one of the most
Northerly WIs in the whole county, we do find we often have to explain our
location when meeting members of other
Herefordshire WIs

Of course, we wanted to know more about the
Trophy and the lady who donated it and so

Tessa, the HFWI Archivist, was called upon.
Tessa told us that Paddy, who was Chairman of
HFWI from 1989 to 1992, gave the Trophy on her
retirement to be presented annually by the current
HFWI Chairman (who this year is Margaret
Simcock) to the Institute she considers to be "WI
of the Year."
Apparently Paddy was quite a character with a

lively, vibrant personality who wrote amusing
poems, a book on Herefordshire privies (called,
funny enough, Herefordshire Privies!) and did a
parachute jump for charity in her 70s. Sounds
quite a lady!
Naturally, once this trophy has been collected, it

will take pride of place when we are finally able to
meet together. We are also pleased that one of our members, Wendy, won a
prize in the raffle of a sewing box. This is most appropriate as we know how
skilled Wendy is with needle and thread

Paddy Ariss’ hilarious trip down to
the loos of yesteryear
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Finally we can now reveal the
big news! We are about to
embark on a major
refurbishment of the auditorium.
This will involve new seats, new
carpet, new back wall covering and
new colour scheme.
The theatre has been open for 30
years in December, and the seats
have done us proud to last that long.
When we first had them they had
already been used by a cinema. We
had them refurbished and covered and
then fitted (100 of the seats were in
fact brought from the original theatre in
Old Road, so we've had those in total
for 42 years!).
The time is now right for us to change
them for brand new ones which will be
more comfortable with built in lumbar
support, modern looking and can be
easily removed from the front row to
cater for wheelchair users and their
carers.
Obviously the carpet and seat
replacement will take some time for
install so we are not planning on
opening up until the end of July.
For those interested, the old seats will
be available to purchase. Call us on:
01885 488575 or visit us at:
www.conquest-conquest.co.uk

Saturday coffee shop will reopen
26th June - see you there

The News & Notices
section of this magazine
is open to all members of
the community. If you
would like to give notice
of an event you are
staging or know of
something important
happening in your parish,
please contact the editor
at:
parish.magazine@yahoo.co.uk

Following Government guidelines,
Nick at the Live Inn announced that
our local is now open both inside and
out.

Any number of customers are allowed
outside in its grounds and table of no
more than 6 inside.

Opening hours are 12-2pm, 6-11pm
everyday except Tuesday when the
premises are shut.

The pub is offering Sunday Lunches
(12-3pm) with Steak and Curry nights
on a Thursday (2 meals & a bottle of
wine for £20!).
There’s a full restaurant menu for a
Friday & Saturday with snacks and
pizzas the rest of the week

Nick is also on the look-out for an
additional bar person. Contact him on
01886 822276

Live Inn finally gets to
open its doors againNew

Seats
& Old
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The Community Shop has been a boon
during this year of Covid tribulation.
The tireless work of those who run,
organise and man it has been
rewarded by strong Community
support. The shop continues to trade
satisfactorily and remains appreciated
by its many users.
The Shop Committee wishes to (and

feels financially able to) widen the ways
in which it can offer support for good
causes within the Community. In
addition to existing schemes, a specific
budget has been set aside to assist
with the costs of occasional hiring the
Village Hall for good causes.
The key aims of the Committee are:
• To assist residents to promote

meetings/events which will either
benefit or provide useful information to
the community, or to allow the
introduction of a charitable cause about
which an individual feels strongly.

• To explore how some reasonable
shop surplus can be redistributed for
the benefit of the wider Whitbourne
community
• Provide a medium through which

new ideas, projects or causes can be
fostered and encouraged by avoiding
some initial expense

During the year 2021 (April ‘21 to
March ’22), the scheme will run for its
first year. After that first year, its
reception and success will be reviewed
There is no set Budget for this year, but
the Committee reserve the right to
change this.
The scheme does not have a target
number of events.
It makes no distinction between large
hall, small hall or combined hall hire.
Applications will be considered on a
“First Come, first Served” basis.
Who and what sort of event will be
eligible?
For ease of explanation, it may be

It’s spring again!
People often say how much they enjoy seeing
the shop decorations, so we change them on a
regular basis. Although the weather has been a
bit cold, we’ve had plenty of sunshine so
spring is definitely here and the shop is ready….

The Chris Roberts Memorial Community Fund 2021
In addition to the grant application process that was publicised
last month (and is open for applications until May 31st), the shop
is preparing a scheme to help residents to book the village hall for
events that are in a good cause.Watch out for further details!

ANOTHER WAY
FOR THE
COMMUNITY
SHOP TO HELP
IN THE VILLAGE?

This article sets out how the
scheme, in its first year, will work

and how you can apply.
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simpler to begin with events/meetings
which will NOT be eligible. The scheme
is not designed to cheapen the running
of events held by current hirers of the
hall. Organisations with regular
budgets for activities or fundraising
events should not apply. No
commercial or personal money making
schemes will be supported.
Examples of suitable candidates for
support could include (but are not
limited to) the following sorts of activity:
“One Off” Charitable Fundraising
Events. A community member may
have a strong feeling or affiliation with
a charity which is capable of
sponsoring an event including
information giving, sales of produce,
memorabilia, etc, as well as publicising
its aims (example: A hospice or local
support centre, overloaded and
struggling for funds could have a
sponsor in the village who might want
to arrange an emergency event in the
current climate. The “sponsor” could
apply for funds to rent the Hall).
Useful Community Training/
Awareness Building. Any person
wishing to arrange useful training (first
aid, resuscitation, stoke/heart attack
response, dementia awareness,
depression, use of defibrillators, etc).
Interest Assessment for New
Activity. Community member wants to
assess interest for new activity for
which they would be prepared to
devote voluntary time to promote (eg:
pottery, tai-chi, Scottish Country
dancing, lepidoptery, photography,
etc). If interest is established,
subsequent meetings would need to be
self funding.
The process of application is simple.
• Applicants should draft a brief
request for funding with rationale for

the community good within the
guidelines set out. Please include
name and contact details of the person
assuming responsibility for liaison with
the Village Hall and with the Shop
Committee
• Applications should include a target
attendance and set out simple
measures for success.
• Applications should be made, ideally
six weeks in advance and sent to
Angus Stormonth Darling. The
application will be discussed by the
Committee. Their decision is final and
applicants will be notified immediately
after the relevant meeting including (if
unsuccessful) brief reasons.
• The Applicant will be responsible for
all arrangements with the Hall,
publicity, management of the event and
cleaning up according to Hall rules.
• At Hall booking time, the applicant
may forward the Hall invoice to the
Shop Treasurer for payment.
• In any case of failure to arrange the
event, the applicant will be responsible
for refunding the Shop. This will be a
condition of application.
• The Applicant will be required to give
a brief summary of the success/failure
of the event to the Committee to build
experience and assess scheme value.
This first year of the scheme will be
experimental in all respects. The
results will be analysed for develop-
ment and improvement of the
scheme in future years.

If anyone wants to ask any questions
on this scheme, please contact
Angus Stormonth Darling who has
been asked by the Committee to set
up and foster the scheme. (Mob:
07970 126398 or email:
stormonthdarling@gmail.com)
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We are not conditioned to love
stinging nettles (Urtica dioica).

Parents warn against them, gardeners
battle with them, walkers are wary of
them. They seem, in short, to be
nothing but a painful nuisance sent
specifically to torment humans (like
midges and the British weather) but
perhaps all they’ve ever needed is
some decent PR because there’s a lot
more to nettles than a sting.
But first, that sting. The word ‘nettle’

comes from the Dutch ‘netel’, meaning
needle. Accurate, as nettles are
covered in tiny hollow needle-like hairs
(trichomes) and when a leg – for
example – brushes against them, the
fragile tip of the hair snaps off and
allows the hair to pierce the skin and
deposit its ‘sting’. The liquid of the sting
is a cocktail of chemicals: formic acid,
histamine, acetylcholine, serotonin –
plus, in some species, oxalic and
tartaric acids. Although
unpleasant, the sting does have
some potential benefits: there is
a possible link between being
stung and the symptoms of hay
fever being relieved as the
immune system reacts to the
nettle and stops bothering to
react to pollen.
The antidote to nettle stings is not

confined to dock leaves which do seem
to have a genuinely beneficial effect,
but also plantain, marigold, sage,

rosemary, and mint are said to help
ease the pain.
Humans might detest nettles, but for

other creatures, they are objects of
attraction providing food for
tortoiseshell and peacock butterfly
caterpillars, ladybirds, bees, adult
butterflies and moths (painted lady, red

admiral, burnished brass moth,
green carpet moth), hover flies,
lacewings, parasitic wasps.
Then, for people brave

enough to pick them, there are
a multitude of uses they can be
put to. String, nets, cloth, paper,

dye, insect repellent, hair tonic, tea,
liquid plant food, soup, burn-soothers
… And then they can be used in
cheese-making (instead of rennet)
beer-brewing, in ripening fruit or

Birds, Bugs and Beasts:
Nature Notes

The word
‘nettle’ comes
from the

Dutch ‘netel’,
meaning
needle.

Grasping
the Nettle
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Fertile Ground: Abandoned for 60 years, this pigsty
still has enough phosphates remaining in the soil to

feed the nettles for another couple of centuries
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WHITBOURNE GARDEN SOCIETY

accelerating compost.

Most uses of the nettle involve it being stewed and strained to make a
liquid, but perhaps the most interesting end-products are those made
with the fibres, specifically cloth. And for such a painful raw material, the

end result is lustrous and smooth, similar to linen but even stronger. Nettles have
been used as textiles for centuries, particularly in northern climates where they
grow freely and easily (unlike cotton, for example). Processing nettles is similar
to processing flax: the key is to soften the woody stalks to extract the fibres
within. The nettles are soaked (retted) for a
week to break down the cellulose surrounding
the fibres, then dried in the sun (or in a
greenhouse), then broken up by hand to
separate the fibres from the woody pith. Fibres
are ‘scutched and heckled’ (scraped and
combed) and spun into yarn. Anecdotally,
German uniforms were made from nettle fibre
in World War One when the Germans’ normal
fabric supplies were cut off.

Hans Christian Anderson’s story The Wild Swans features shirts made from
nettles (as well as the power of sibling love), and nettles feature in a fair
few other folk tales and fairy stories. As ever, one involves the Devil, and

is a reminder of the best time to collect nettles for food. ‘On May Day the Devil
gathers nettles to make his shirts.’ After this, the nettles produce flowers and the
leaves become coarse and strong-tasting … and fit for little but fabric and fibre.

Liz Kershaw and Sue Bayliss

Nettle yarn

Good news - we hope!
Covid restrictions permitting our Whitbourne Garden Society Annual Show 2021
will go ahead. Provisionally the date that has been set is Saturday 21st August.
(Schedule.on next page.)
So where are we now? We’ve come through the coldest April apparently since
records began with frost most nights coupled with a distinct lack of any
meaningful rain. The ground stayed cold with hardly, if any, germination of seeds
and top fruit blossom and magnolia blossom browned overnight as did the
camellias and even into the early part of May various tender young shoots were
nipped by frost.
But as ever with our Great British weather the season decided to catch up with
itself and turned the tap back on with numerous heavy ‘April’ showers which
unfortunately didn’t seem to know when to stop! But let’s be positive, Mother
Nature has a way of bouncing back and for this year flowers, shrubs and
vegetables may have been slow to start, I’m sure that wet weather and warmer
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Division A.
A1. 3 potatoes, one variety
A2 3 carrots, one variety
A3. 3 beetroots, one variety
A4. 6 runner beans
A5. 3 globe artichokes
A6. 6 pea pods
A7. 6 radishes
A8. 5 salad items, in a container
A9. The largest onion
A10. 3 onions (not spring onions)
A11. 3 cooking apples, one variety
A12. 3 eating apples, one variety
A13. 5 tomatoes with hull
A14. 15 raspberries, one variety
A15. 9 items of stoned fruit, one

variety
A16. Longest runner bean
A17. Any vegetable not listed in

classes A1 – A16
A18. 3 corn on the cob
A19. 6 eggs
A20. A jar of honey

Division B.
B1. a specimen rose (judged for

scent)
B2. A floribunda rose, 1 stem
B3. A collection of roses, 5 varieties
B4. 3 gladioli
B5. 3 dahlia blooms
B6. 5 stems of sweet peas
B7. 5 stems of cosmos (any colour)
B8. 3 stems dianthus (pinks or

carnations)
B9. 3 stems of penstemon, any

variety
B10. 5 nasturtiums
B11. 7 stems of lavender (any variety)
B12. 3 hydrangea heads, any variety
B13. a houseplant
B14. an orchid (potted)
B15. 5 stems of flowering perennials

(same colour and variety)
B16. 3 stems of sedum
B17. 3 flowers grown for their scent
B18. pot grown geranium/pelargonium

WHITBOURNE GARDEN SOCIETY ANNUAL SHOW - SCHEDULE 2021

nights will have kick started them and they should now be making up for lost
time. So fear not, no doubt they will catch up as the season progresses.
It is interesting to listen to Reg Moule (BBC Hereford & Worcester, Sundays
2.00pm) their gardening expert. Thoroughly recommended. Not only does he
share many gardening tips on all subjects,
but the programme is also a ‘phone in’ and
the range of topics raised is fascinating and
helpful. Well worth listening to after Sunday
lunch and before diving out into the garden.
Don’t forget Monty Don and Gardeners
World from his home in Ivington on TV
(Fridays).
Thoughts for this month? – Difficult. With
such a late start to the growing season do
your best and nurture your plants, plenty of hoeing to keep weeds at bay,
mulching to help retain moisture in the soil, and deadhead flowers to encourage
fresh blooms.
Browse the schedule, we hope that there will be something you can enter and
all being well, after last year’s cancellation, contribute to a successful show that
we can all enjoy.

BBC Hereford & Worcester’s Reg Moule
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Whitbourne Parish CouncilA Personal Report by Andrew Kneen

Division C.
C1. a picture, painting or drawing

depicting “nature”.
C2. an illuminated letter from the

alphabet
C3. a headgarland
C4. a limerick of 5 lines on the topic

of rain
C5. an item of patchwork
C6. a still life drawing in ink, charcoal

or pencil
C7. a decorated box (max size

9”x5”x5” (225x125x125mm)
C8. an item of handicraft, any media
Division D.
Photos in B/W or colour, no larger
than 8”x6” (210x150mm)
D1. sunset
D2. speed
D3. flood
D4. lichen or moss
D5. generations
Division E.
E1. a miniature arrangement in a

shell, size not exceeding
4”x4”x4” (100x100x100mm)

E2. a victorian posy
E3. an arrangement in a bottle
E4. a floating arrangement
E5. an arrangement in yellow
E6. an arrangement depicting

‘harvest’ - max size 12”x12”x16”
(300x300x400mm) accessories allowed

E7. a flower decoration in a toy

Division F.
F1. a jar of apricot jam
F2. a jar of mint jelly
F3. a bakewell tart, size optional
F4. a swiss roll, flavour optional
F5. a bottle of named homemade

wine,spirit ,beer etc.
F6. a beetroot cake (see recipe on

separate page)
F7. 5 sausage rolls (meat or

vegetarian)
F8. a jar of sweet pickle (not chutney)
F9. 5 pastry or bread sticks with a

named dip
Division G.
Under 5s.
G1. a finger paint picture
G2. a vegetable animal

Ages 5-7
G3. a potato print
G4. a hand made dinosaur

Ages 8-12
G5. 3 decorated cup cakes
G6. a piece of digital artwork (A4 size

max)
Division H.
The Hughes Brothers Trophy
A family entry depicting ‘a family tree’.

Division F -(Cookery):
Beetroot cake recipe (see below)

Beetroot Cake
Requires 2 x 20cm (8”) round cake tins

Ingredients:

• 250g (9oz) cooked beetroot finely
grated

• 100g (31/2oz) carrots finely grated
• 40g (11/4oz) walnuts, chopped,

plus extra for decorating
• 250g (9oz) caster sugar
• 4 eggs

• 175ml (6floz) vegetable oil
• 250g (9oz) self-raising flour
• 2 tsp ground cinnamon
• 1 tsp ground ginger
• 1 tsp grated nutmeg
• 300g (10oz) icing sugar, sifted
• 150g (5oz) butter, softened
• 1 – 2 tsp vanilla extract
• Splash of milk, if needed

Method: (see over)
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It ’s not every month that a full-time
farmer in the parish retires but Geoff

Holborow has just done so. Geoff has
farmed Rosemore Farm in Whitbourne
since 1987, and has been well known in
the community since then, not least (in my
book) as treasurer of Whitbourne Cricket
Club while it existed. These days, he says,
it’s badminton rather than cricket – always
on the lookout for new players, the more
‘vintage’ the better.

A few days after his farm dispersal sale, I went round to Geoff and Helen’s
lovely new home, with a view over part of Rosemore Farm, to see him and to
learn more of the inside story of the man and his farming.
Geoff was born and raised in Gloucestershire, where his sister still lives, and

they have a brother who emigrated to Wagga Wagga in Australia. He is a

university graduate, with a degree from Southampton University in Politics,
Sociology and Economics – not a direct preparation for farming, but perhaps it
helps explain the breadth of his interests.
At Southampton he says he soon gave up attending lectures, and “learned how

to drink beer and play sport”. As he was able to gain quite a good degree mainly
by using the text books, he also learned “to focus on what you know, rather than
on b-s”.
After spells working for the universities of Cambridge and Reading, “Doing

Goodbye
to All That
No more Herefords as
Rosemore loses Geoff
Holborow to retirement

1. Preheat the oven to 160deg C (325deg F). Grease the tins with a little of
the oil and line the bases with baking parchment.

2. Put the beetroot in a seive and press out the excess liquid until quite dry.
Mix together with the carrots and walnuts.

3. Put the caster sugar, eggs and remaining oil in a bowl. Whisk for 5 minutes
until light and fluffy. Fold in the beetroot mixture, then the flour and spices.

4. Spoon the mixture evenly into the tins and smooth level. Bake for 22 – 25
minutes or until a skewer comes out clean when inserted into the cakes.

5. Leave to cool in the tins for 5-10minutes. Turn out onto a cooling rack, peel
off the paper and leave to cool completely.

6. To make the buttercream, put the icing sugar and softened butter in a bowl
and whisk until combined. Add the vanilla extract and whisk again for 30
seconds. Add a splash of milk, if required, to loosen.

7. Spread half the buttercream on one sponge and place the other sponge on
top. Ice the top of the cake with the rest of the buttercream and decorate
with a scattering of walnut pieces.
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mostly survey
work”, he got a job
managing
livestock for a
farming company
in Stretton
Grandison where
he focussed
particularly on the
beef suckler herd.
Opportunities to
farm were hard to
come by, but in
1987 the tenancy
of Rosemore gave
him the chance to
establish a suckler
herd of his own,
taking full
advantage of the free support and
training that was still available to
farmers at the time.
In 2001 his entire herd, like so many

others, was lost at a stroke to foot and
mouth disease. Some farmers couldn’t
bear to start again, but after a short
visit to his brother in Wagga Wagga,
Geoff re-stocked, building up a herd of
pure Hereford cattle.
Ten years later he was runner-up in

a national competition for “best suckler
herd of the year”. The caption over a
photo of Geoff in the Hereford Breed
Journal says he is “a man totally
committed to the Hereford Breed”.
I asked him what he saw as the

biggest change in farming in the last
25 years. “Paperwork” is his answer –
the attempt to regulate everything in
detail, from animal welfare and TB to
exactly where he plants each
replacement tree in his orchards.
Geoff is no ‘anything-goes farmer’. For
years he was on the county committee
of FWAG (Farming and Wildlife
Advisory Group) promoting good
environmental practice. But with so

much micro-management from behind
a desk, there is always a fear that you
will be caught out in unintended but
costly breach of some detail.
Farming is getting bigger all the time,

less personal, and more and more
about numbers. A farmer committed to
his or her land “will know which part of
a field the skylarks nest in, and can
work around it. Whereas a contractor
on a huge machine, intent only on
getting the work done before dark, will
not even notice.”
But overall, “I wouldn’t do it if I didn’t

enjoy it”, he concludes.
Of Geoff’s two employees, Charlie

Barnett is also retiring, and Joe
Westacott has a new job driving large,
complex machines for a construction
firm.
And what does he see himself

doing? “Just at the moment, I’m saying
no to everything”. I suppose that
means “wait and see”. I will, with
interest.

Chris Evans.

New Beginnings: Geoff and Helen outside their new home

19June 2021



Some years back this military cap
badge was found by a metal detecting
team in the field belonging to Moorhall Farm, behind the Wheatsheaf near the old
Sapey Mill and Bakery in the field that leads up to the big weir at Sapey Brook.
Given my military background my niece Lucy Brodie gave it me some years back
and I have always wondered how it got into that field, why and when.
It is a brass cap badge of an early muzzle-loading canon on ground facing left,

a rammer resting against the wheel and above is a scroll bearing the word
UBIQUE (Everywhere) and above it an Imperial (King's) crown. The whole sits on
an elaborate scroll bearing QUO FAS ET GLORIA DUCUNT (‘Where Right and
Glory Lead’). There is a vertical slider on the reverse meaning it can be placed
onto a forage cap or beret.
From my research I learnt that this badge was in issue to members of the Royal

Artillery until 1902, then slight changes were made which is good as we can date
it with some accuracy.
This may be the answer of why the badge was found in the field, it could have
been dropped on Tuesday 18th July 1902 when Boer War peace rejoicings were
held in Whitbourne. An account in the Bromyard Newspaper at the times says:

“PEACE REJOICINGS AT WHITBOURNE At two o’clock a dinner for all
the adult males in the parish was given by the Rectory Prebendary Brierley
and Mrs Brierley, in a large marquee in a meadow near the Wheatsheaf,
Sapey Bridge, the catering being in the safe hands of the hostess of that
establishment (Mrs Dinah Williams). One hundred and seventy Invitations
were issued, and not far short of that number sat down to capital repast
consisting of roast beef, roast veal, boiled mutton, boiled beef, vegetables,
sweets, cheese and cucumber, whilst every guest was entitled to three half-
pints of ale or cider or mineral waters. The Rector presided, and supporting
him were Richard Harington, Messrs H Organ, W Mitchell, R F Rymell, J
Male, C Andrews, W J Harwood (Hon sec.) After the usual loyal toast had
been duly honoured Sir Richard Harington in well-chosen words proposed
“the Imperial forces” He remarked that whilst he disliked boasting, he could
not help but refer to the part taken by that district in the war now so happily
terminated. They in Whitbourne had sent their quota of men.”

So far, I have identified that the following Whitbourne and Bringsty men took part
in the Boer War 1899 - 1902:

Up the
Gunners!
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Capt John Harington
Capt’s Eustace and Geoffrey Brierley (plus another son).

Capt EFH Evans
Cpl Ernest Wood from Tiblands and Huntlands Farms

Charles Septimus Mitchell From Rosemore.
Cpl George Stephens,

Cpl Stephens was the son of James Stephens from Sapey Mill and Bakery was
another and I am sure on this day in 1902 his father would have been heavily
involved with the production of this meal along with Dinah Williams from the
Wheatsheaf.
There are many more who served – did a relative of yours go to South Africa to
this war? I am keen to find them and tell their stories.
Follow us on the Whitbourne and Bringsty Common in days gone on Facebook
https://www.facebook.com/groups/880509889112954/
Jan Brodie-Murphy
(Photo of the original badge by JE Brodie Murphy)

Called to theColours: Ernest Wood
Born in 1877 Ernest Wood lived at Tiblands Cottages with Mum Mary and Dad
Charlie. At 14 he moved to Huntlands Farm where he lived and worked as a

stable hand.
Being an Army Reservist, he was called to the

Colours in 1899 aged 22 and joined the 2nd
Shropshire Light Infantry and in December
1899 began his journey to the Boer War in
South Africa (1899-1902). He was involved in
active fighting throughout the conflict,
including the engagements at Paardeberg
(1900), Poplar Grove (1900) and Driefontein
(1900).

Our Whitbourne and Bringsty community
welcomed back our men from this war in
style and banners were placed in strategic
points as a welcome home (you can see the
Boer War banner photos in Phyllis Williams
book Whitbourne a Bishop’s Manor Plates
95–99).
On his return he was

presented with this lovely
clock inscribed “Presented
to Ernest Wood on his return

from South Africa by friends of
Bringstye and District November 1902.”

21June 2021
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Five years ago the residents
of Whitbourne Hall were faced
with a difficult decision…

Built between 1860 and 1862, the
Grade II* listed Whitbourne

Hall was the home of vinegar
magnate Edward Bickerton
Evans whose father founded
the Hill Evans Vinegar works
in Worcester in 1830, which
was, by 1905, the biggest
vinegar producer in the world.
Bickerton Evans was a keen

amateur archeologist and had
designer Edmund Wallace
Elmslie (famous for the Great
Malvern Railway Station) build
the hall after being inspired by
the Erectheum on the
Acropolis in Athens, even
adding a huge orangery ‘The Palm
House’ (said to be the tallest in Europe)
in 1875.
The Hall remained in the Evans

family until 1980, when, rescued from
falling into ruin, it was purchased by
Whitbourne Hall Community to be run
as a communal housing project with
individual apartments.
However, amidst its grand history and

splendour one jewel in its crown that is
easily overlooked is the array of old
glasshouses and vine house, the envy
of any keen gardener, that sit the
length of the traditional Victorian walled
garden that played such a vital part in
the life of the house.
Never as dull as simply long
greenhouses, these structures were
state-of-the-art for their time with huge
underground cisterns collecting rain

water captured from the house and
pumps and heated pipework that
warmed vines, oranges and nurseries
throughout the year. Today these
glasshouses are still in use by the
residents, each with their own plot of

allotments and garden and safe warmth
for their seedlings.
Rumblings in the Vine House
Whilst the series of vegetable
glasshouses continue in working order,
the same couldn’t be said of the Vine
House. Under its massive steep
pitched roof and above vaulted cellars,
splendid grape vines once trailed down
under its glass with massive steam
pipes heating them from below. But
time and nature (and a slow leaking
underground water tank) eventually
took their toll and in the late 1980s the
floor at one end gave way suddenly
resulting in the brick vaults and tonnes
of earth collapsing into the cellar and
the partial collapse of the wooden
frame of the glasshouse.
Half the vinery was able to be rescued
and went through extensive repairs in
the 1990s but the main body which had

The hall with the glasshouses in bottom left

Summer Festival fundraiser to save historic Vinery
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Texan Peacocks Polly Edwards
Imogen Gunter Zak

Drum Love Mature Montys

Whitbourne Hall
Summer Festival

Adults £20.00
Students/Children £10.00

Children under 5 free

Desdodge10@gmail.com
Mobile:07767 357486

Featuring

June 26th 2021
2pm – 10pm

tania.skerritt@gmail.com
Mobile: 07513 585805

www.whitbournehall.com

Contact:

Street Food Licensed Bar
Arts & Crafts Yoga

With



suffered the most damage
teetered on the brink of collapse.
It was then that the ‘double edged
sword’, as director Heather Colley
describes the Grade II* listed
buildings rules, came in to play.
“The Vineries lie within the
curtilage of the Hall,” she
explained, “and letting it fall down
naturally through inaction is not
an option. If it falls down, we’ll be
ordered to build it all back up
again.”
And so that difficult decision

was faced head-on by the Hall’s residents, among them Tania Skerritt who, along
with other fundraising achievements, had orchestrated the famous ‘Worcester
Saucy Women’ Breast Cancer fundraising calendar (inspired by the film Calendar
Girls) which was shot on location at the hall, “We thought a summer music
festival a great way to raise funds towards this historic restoration and a great
opportunity for people to have a festival experience once again, not only in the
beautiful surroundings of Whitbourne Hall but in a safe and managed way. It
seems such a long time since we have all been together and I really want this to
be a memorable event for everybody.”
Hopefully the sun will shine this June but Tania and Heather assure us there

are wet weather measures in place just in case. So who knows, perhaps one day
there’ll be wine produced at Whitbourne Hall but hopefully not vinegar!

Sinking feeling: The collapsing Vinery today

After recent articles about Tim and
Lara running the farm at Longlands,
several people have asked me about
my “retirement”.
To be clear: I am not retiring!
I handed the farm management over
to Tim so I could concentrate on
running the care farm, but that is still
very much a full time job. We work five
days a week with teenagers who have
very complex backgrounds and needs,
leading to challenging behaviour and
attitudes. So I am managing that,

working directly with the teenagers,
plus supporting the staff team.
The rural environment, and working on
the farm, can literally transform
behaviours. One day a student can be
rampaging round his school breaking
windows and verbally abusing staff
(squirting washing up liquid down a
stairwell was the latest one), the next
day here at Longlands they are driving
the buggy, checking stock, helping
move cattle and using a Stanley knife
to cut up carpet squares for growing
the sedum. And encouraging other
students to engage.
Why does it work? A lot of patience,
listening and a relentless positivity on
the part of us staff, and engagement in

No retirement
for Julia
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meaningful work.
Talking of which I’m delighted to say
that after two years and a lot of work
we are now moving into our new
headquarters – the roundhouse.
Students, staff and volunteers are
transferring the kitchen contents from
the tractor shed (now to become the
tack room/equine centre) by
wheelbarrow, buggy and trailer.

The roundhouse is a stunning space.
It’s bright and warm and welcoming,
with a well equipped kitchen. Our
youngsters have been very much a
part of its creation, for which they can
be proud, and I believe they will take
some ownership, and respect their
new care farm base.
Julia Evans

The new kitchen, with
Trish Thomas, former
High Sherriff, who
made a very generous
donation towards
kitchen fittings as well
as coming and doing
some cobbing herself,
and her husband
Richie. On the left is
Chantelle, a former
student who painted
all the kitchen panels
and has now come
back to us as a
volunteer.

TheMakingofaBeekeeper
Reminiscence of a beekeeper reluctant to give up…

Thanks to Albert needing to reduce his hives, I was now the proud
owner of my own hives in the orchard on the top road below

Willie Hill.
I was working part-time as a farm secretary so with the time on my hands I
accompanied Albert on his many journeys visiting his hives throughout
Herefordshire. We drove in his little green mini van - an experience in itself as
Albert tended to drive in the middle of the road but my attitude was that he
drove so slowly anything oncoming would have plenty of time to avoid him.
Eventually I suggested that I picked him up instead. I’d do the lifting and he told
me what to do. It was a perfect arrangement as far as I was concerned - getting
first-hand experience from the King of the Bees was priceless.
Burning of the Bees
One experience I’d never want to repeat was the sad day when Albert
discovered one of his hives had EFB (European Foul Brood). An inspector
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In September 2020 we swapped the
tropical heat of Malaysia for the
charms of Herefordshire. This was not
our decision: we had been overseas
for a decade, raising our children first
in Pakistan and then in Malaysia in the
course of our work with a Christian
charity, but the COVID pandemic
caused our visa to evaporate. A friend

who oversees the work of Gaines
Christian Youth Activity Centre
suggested that we might be able to
make use of an empty staff house in
return for rent and occasional
volunteering with maintenance tasks,
and so it was that we found ourselves
in this beautiful corner of England
surrounded by mistletoe, apple trees,
and winter mists.
So foreign and yet so familiar!

Raised in southern England, English
autumns and winters were familiar to
me, and yet I had not seen one for ten
years. My wife, originally from
Canada, was at least used to the snow
and ice, while our children, born in
Pakistan, found every single aspect of
our new situation thrilling and new.
Was it really acceptable to pick

Return to
theCountry

From one foreign shore to another, Matthew
Vaughan and family reflect on their upheaval
from sun-soaked Asia to a cold English winter -
but one still full of warmth and new discoveries

The bracken on Bringsty
Common, rimed with frost,
crunches underfoot. The

winter sunlight, pale and yet
searingly bright, slants through the
trees, and far in the distance the
drilling of a woodpecker echoes
across the landscape. It is odd, I
suppose, that an English winter can
feel so foreign and yet so familiar.

examined the hive (if it’s caught early enough it can be treated with antibiotics)
and there was sadly only one course of action. He dug a hole, dumped the hive
in - bees, honey and all - sprinkled petrol over it and struck a match. Oh the
noise! It brought tears to my eyes.
Soon afterwards I met Brenda Allan who had her own bees and we joined the

HBKA, Herefordshire Beekeepers Association. We did a beginners course to
beekeeping led by Len Dixon, with the theory side in the spring and then
outside visiting hives in the summer for the practical. Brenda went on to do
many more exams and though she tried to persuade me to do the same, exams
were not for me. However, we both joined the committee of the HBKA and soon
afterwards I became secretary.
As we were often inundated with calls from the public when they discovered

bee swarms and other beekeepers when their hives needed dividing or those
needing a swarm after losing theirs to the winter, I formed a list of people
wanting swarms and another list of members with swarms. I even trained Jerry
to ask the question, ‘Are you sure they are honey bees?’. I was always
surprised how so many people, living in the countryside as we were, didn’t
understand the difference between wasps, bumble bees and honey bees.
Wendy Cummins
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Whitbourne Parish Council

blackberries from the hedgerows and
windfall apples from the verges without
paying someone? Why did the winter
sun set so early? Who owned the
muntjac deer that we saw bounding
away from us on our country walks?
Everything was entrancing and new:
the dazzling sight of a male pheasant
by the roadside, the thrill of seeing
snow, the sight of bluebells emerging
tentatively into the
pale light of spring.
The pandemic
caused our world to
shrink dramatically:
from the mountains
of the Karakorams,
the deserts of Sindh
and holidays in
Vietnam and
Singapore to a few
square miles of
countryside on the
border of
Herefordshire and
Worcestershire. We
count it a profound
blessing from God
that we were able to
spend lockdown in
such a wondrous
place.
Yes, wondrous. If

you have lived here
your entire life I suppose that this part
of England may seem monotonous to
you; familiarity, after all, breeds
contempt. Yet to us, more familiar with
the parched plains of Pakistan and the
unchanging climate of Malaysia in
which every single day of the year is
hot and humid, the English countryside
is a place of verdant, ever-changing
glory: the colours of autumn, the sight
of buzzards drifting high in the sky or
of a mob of long-tailed tits chittering
away in a hedge, the view from the top

of the Worcestershire Beacon. No
wonder this part of the country inspired
Elgar.
Yet the human kindness we

experienced surpassed even the
beauty of the landscape: the
neighbours who brought round trays of
apples, keeping us in crumbles and
pies for months; the friendliness of the
excellent community shops at

Whitbourne and
Alfrick; the warm
welcome we
received at the
joyous Easter
Sunday service at
Suckley church.
Perhaps one
positive
consequence of
these cruel
pandemic months of
lockdown and
isolation will be a
renewed
appreciation of the
wonder and joy of
human connection:
as the Psalmist has
it, “How good and
pleasant it is when
God’s people live
together in
unity!...for there the

Lord bestows his blessing, even life
forevermore.”

We will not be here for long: a new
work placement is in the pipeline,
probably with the Church of England in
Birmingham. Yet the memories of this
wonderful season will remain with our
family for ever and we are profoundly
grateful for the opportunity to share
this corner of England with you all,
even for a short time. God bless you
all, and do save us some apples!

Warmer Times: Mattew and Andrea with
children Sam, Ellie, Hannah and Daniel in
front of the Petronas Towers, Kuala Lumpur
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Quick CuisineHealthy tummy-fillers in less than 20mins!

Prep time - 5 mins
Cooking time - 10 mins
Effort - Super easy

Serves - 1

Ingredients

2. Pop mushrooms, (sliced,
halved or whole depending on
size) into saucepan with ½
teaspoon of oil. Cook for 3-4
mins over low heat.

Beans, mushrooms &
tomatoes on toast

Probably one of the quickest - and
relatively healthy - comfort meals
that can come out of the back of a
cupboard must surely be the
humble beans on toast. But if you
want to take it that next level up (not
too much of a level!), why not throw
in a couple of extras to give it that
extra wholesomeness

• 3 or 4 small mushrooms
• ½ teaspoon oil
• ½ can beans (adult portion and
pref reduced salt/sugar)

• Handful (4) cherry tomatoes,
halved

• Slice of bread of choice

Portion for a single adult.
(A standard can of 410g serves 2 adult

portions or 4 portions for kids
depending on how hungry they are!) 3. Add beans and tomatoes

into the saucepan with the
cooked mushrooms. Stir
regularly until beans piping hot

1. Toast your bread and once
done, let it cool before buttering (so
as not to get too soggy with melting
butter/spread)

4. Pour onto your waiting
toast, give it a twist of ground
pepper - and enjoy!

Bread Options:

Try some thick wholemeal or

some lovely sourdough from

the Village shop

According to some studies,sourdough bread acts as a prebiotic,which means that the fibre in thebread helps feed the “good” bacteriain your intestines. These bacteria areimportant for maintaining a stable,healthy digestive system. Sourdoughis also lower in gluten than other
forms of bread

Bean Options:
Some supermarkets stock Heinz ‘FiveBeans’ (baked beans with a mix ofother varieties. A little moreexpensive but very nice!
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Community First’s oil buying group
Great value and convenience

Community First is a long established charity in Herefordshire and
Worcestershire, with aims to support strong and vibrant rural communities.

In 2013, we set up a bulk buying group for heating oil for anyone in the two counties.
The scheme keeps money in the local economy, builds a greater sense of community
and cooperation and helps tackle fuel poverty. Over the years, with hundreds of
members, we have saved many thousands of pounds across both counties.

How does it work?
At the end of each month we collate orders placed by our members and negotiate with a
number of suppliers. Our savings are often between 2p and 4p a litre against the
average English price and can be much more against local individual quotes. Our prices
are the same for 500 as for 1500 which is good for spreading your costs.

To register your interest or ask a question please contact: info@comfirst.org.uk or ring
Richard on 07515 881231

Membership costs £20 per year. We are very happy to work with established local
groups too for instance by sharing good practice and energy efficiency tips.

More details can be found at www.comfirst.org.uk
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Woodhouse Landscapes
DESIGN AND BUILD
Alistair Woodhouse ND Hort

Hill Cross Barn Tedstone Delamere
Bromyard HR7 4PR

07813 156010
alistair@woodhouselandscapes.co.uk
www.woodhouselandscapes.co.uk

Most aspects of tree surgery undertaken including pruning,
trimming, felling and removal
Hedge laying and fencing

Mowing and garden maintenance
From private garden to agricultural (HLS) work
NPTS qualified and full public liability insurance

Contact 01886 821542 or 07813 611221

HUGH DAVIES
GROUNDS MAINTENANCE

Chris Treuttens

Including traditional
DRY STONE WALLING &

HEDGELAYING

Telephone 07789 062450

Garden and Landscape Services* *

SHIRE’S TREE
SERVICES
ED STOBO

Tree Surgeon
Stump Grinding
Hedge Trimming

M:07969805016
edstobo84@gmail.com

June 2021

£75 for
1 year

Email the Editor at:
parish.magazine@ yahoo.co.uk

Your
Advert
Here!



D & G Drainage
All aspects of drainage installations

and repairs
Drain cleaning and unblocking

Blocked drains, toilets, sinks, baths,
showers

CCTV Camera Inspection/surveys

Contact Daniel Lowndes for free

quotation!

Tel: 01684 561338 or

Mobile: 07875 394571

E-mail: dan@fixmydrains.co.uk
www.fixmydrains.co.uk

MW DIGGER SERVICES
MICRO - 3 TON DIGGERS
DUMPER HIRE AVAILABLE

MACHINE AND OPERATOR
APPROVED DRIVEWAY CONTRACTOR WITH

OVER 20 YEARS EXPERIENCE
MOBILE- 07980427020

LAND LINE- 01886 502011

Septic Tank Emptying
Sewage Treatment Plants : Soakaways
Blockage Clearance : Sewage Treatment

Engineers

Call us now for free advice & quotation
www.aquacleansingltd.co.uk

01886 888471
enquiries@aquacleansing.co.uk

Berrow Green Road,
Martley, WR6 6PQ

31

GRAPH SURVEY PARTNERSHIP
Land and Engineering Surveying Services

Civil Engineering Setting Out, Topographical
Surveys, Volumetric Analysis, Establishing

Control Networks, Data Preparation, 3D Machine
Guidance and Instrument Hire. All teams carry

Robotic EDM, GPS and precise levelling
functionality.

Tel 07973 381362 / 07885 203875
www.graphsurveys.co.uk

8 Heathbrook Avenue, Wall Heath, West Midlands, DY6 0ER

To advertise in this space
email the Editor:

parish.magazine@yahoo.co.uk

Only £40 for the year.
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Best of British Ground
Maintenance & Garden Services

Makers of Beautiful Gardens

Domestic & commercial
Border maintenance, Grass cutting, Hedge

trimming, All year lawn care, Weed
treatment, Fertilizing & Nourishment

We pride ourselves on a very high standard of
all work at competitive prices. Whether you
require regular maintenance or just a helping
hand to get you on your way to a beautiful

garden we can help.

Free no obligation quotation

5 Nash Close, Martley, Worcester, WR6 6PY

Tel: 01886 889070; Mob:07983351634

E-mail: bestofbritish1958@gmail.com
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AERIAL MAPPING
FROM A DRONE
Topographical Surveys and Aerial

Photography by CAARegistered PfCO
using a Fully Insured RTK GPS Survey
grade Drone and local pilot. 3D BIM
Models Produced for visualisation.

For a competitive quote email in first
instance roger@graphsurveys.co.uk or
phone Roger Dixon 07973 381362

M J Read (Contractors) Ltd.
With over 35 years of experience, our family run

business prides itself on the quality of our
workmanship

• excavator mounted shape saw head
• site clearance
• groundworks
• pond & pool construction
• mini digger hire
• sewerage treatment plants
• plant hire
• driveways
• drainage
• demolition
• concrete breaker
• foundations

***NEW… we can now offer an excavator mounted saw
head as a quick and easy way to reshape overgrown
hedges and branches

Contact Martin for a detailed quote on
07973 795292 / 01885 488355

mjreadcontractor@outlook.com
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PUSSY CAT CATTERY
www.pussycatcattery.co.uk

• Idyllic peaceful location
• Built and run to FAB specifications
• Individually heated, safe and secure
• Units with covered outside run
• Viewings welcome

Amanda Wills, Seville Cottage,
Suckley WR6 5EQ. Tel 01886 884867
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Opening Times (Excl. 25th & 26th Dec):
Mon – Fri: 8.30am – 7pm

Sat: 9am – 1pm
Sun: 9am – 11am
BH: 9am – 11am

Kings Arms Yard, Bromyard
Herefordshire HR7 4EE
Tel. 01885 488822

www.bromyardvets.co.uk
info@bromyardvets.co.uk

• Approved member of the Royal College
of Veterinary Surgeons Practice Standards

Scheme
• Purpose built small animal facility

New, luxury cattery set in beautiful
countryside. Run by genuine cat lover

Fully licensed and insured

All chalets have heated bedrooms and
spacious play runs

Special needs and diets catered for
Kitty’s Cattery
Coronation Cottage, Broadwas, Worcester, WR6 5NT
www.kittyscattery.co.uk

Phone Lesley on 01886 821154
LUXURY CATTERY

JULIET
TWINBERROW

BVM&S, MRCV
PROVIDING A MOBILE
VETERINARY SERVICE
FOR ALL YOUR PETS

01886 821408
07772 799754

www.housevet.co.uk

June 2021

Fabulous horse riding experience in wonderful
countryside for adults and children of all

abilities, family groups welcome

Riding lessons and horse care courses in
the holidays

Beginners welcome

tiptonhall.co.uk Tel: 07792 358742



Paul the Painter
Your local professional painter &

decorator

All interior & exterior, from a singleroom to a whole house

Contact: 07759 298754

E-mail paulthepainter23@msn.com

WOODEND
Established 1970

PAINTER & DECORATOR
INTERIOR AND EXTERIOR

HEATHFIELD, BRINGSTY
NR WORCESTER

TEL: 01886 821392 MOB: 07709 739301

J B Services
Painting and Decorating

I offer very competitive rates and excellent service.

For a no obligation quote, please call

Home: 01885 482149

Mobile: 07870 110124
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Have you got a problem with
your TV, VIDEO, WASHING
MACHINE, MICROWAVE, etc?

Then call Pat Priest
General Electrical Services

NOW!
Established locally for 18 years with over 30
Years experience of the trade. We offer fast,

Reliable and honest solutions to your problems
at fixed rate prices

07974310222
24 hour

answering
service
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Are Your Locks
Behaving Badly?

THE LOCKSMITH
01905 570 999 07871 44 20 11

www.locksmithworcestershire.co.uk

ALL TYPES OF DOOR & WINDOW LOCKS OPENED,
REPAIRED, SERVICED

UPVC DOUBLE GLAZING MULTI-POINT
LOCK REPAIR SPECIALIST

ADDITIONAL HOME SECURITY
INCLUDING GARAGE, SHED & GATES

LOCKS UPGRADED TO CURRENT INSURANCE
SPECIFICATION

DOOR ADJUSTMENT & REALIGNMENT

• NO CALL OUT CHARGE •
• FREE ONSITE ESTIMATES •

• SAME DAY SERVICE AVAILABLE •

MORE INFORMATION CALL STEWART
AT:
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! Good Eating !
Outside catering for any occasion

Parties, Weddings, Receptions, Funeral teas

Garden marquee and Mr Whippy ice cream machine

available to hire

Very competitive rates : Excellent service

Janet Rogers (01885) 482392

Bromyard
HomeCare

We are a local HomeCare provider
well known and recommended by many.

Personal care (washing, showering,
dressing); Preparing meals; Shopping;

Laundry; Light housekeeping; Taking you
on outings, to appointments, to the local
garden centre, shop or pub; Taking care

of your pet and much more.

We are a team of local carers you
can rely on. Please contact:

Agnes Davies 07896841273 or
Joanne Smillie on 07974106529
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Smart Home Services
Help with PC, Tablet, Smartphone, Virus &

Spyware removal.

IT problems solved
Honest help and advice at a
competitive hourly rate

Trevor Smartz
01886 821661 or 07732 464572

trevor@trevorshop.com www.trevorshop.com

We clean Windows, Conservatorives,
Solar Panels, uPVC…

4, 8 and 12 weekly cleaning
Over 18 years of experience, fully insured, based in Whitbourne

Call Steve on 07967 672713or 01886 822009

June 2021

HOLLOWAYS
CONTEMPORARYCOUNTRYLIVING

SHOWROOMS &
GLASSHOUSE OPEN
LIVING, DINING & GARDEN
FURNITURE COLLECTIONS

FREE LOCAL DELIVERY
www.holloways.co.uk
or call 01886 884665

Breakfast, Lunches and Afternoon Teas

Open Monday-Saturday 9am-5pm
Holloways, Lower Court, Suckley WR6 5DE

Huge selection of terracotta pots,
antique statuary & sculpture



CARPET & UPHOLSTERY
CLEANING SPECIALISTS
PART OF CHAMBERMAIDS EST. 1993

* Fully trained & insured operators
* Latest equipment

* Minimum drying times
* We move furniture

* Customer satisfaction guarantee
* Oriental rug specialists
* Stainshield treatment
* Deodorizer treatment
* Conditioning treatment
* Quotations on request

Carpet & Upholstery Cleaning Specialists,

Highfields, Knightwick, Worcestershire
WR6 5QG

01886 821554 : 07971 603007
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OSTEOPATHIC CLINIC
Not just for backs

Osteopathic treatment for infants and adults

Mark Roughley
Registered Osteopath

Maylite Business Centre

Maylite Trading Estate

Martley

WR6 6PQ

01886 889002
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Director: NICOLA HALL, FBRA, CNHC Registered

Monks Orchard, Whitbourne, WR6 5RB
01886-821207 / info@baylyreflexology.co.uk

Reflexology Treatment
for a wide range of conditions from one of the most

experienced practitioners in the UK
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yeomansgaragelimited@hotmail.co.uk

YEOMANS GARAGE LTD.
Clifton-upon-Teme, Worcestershire WR6 6DH

01886 812292Phon
e

M.O.T
TEST

CENTRE

• SERVICES
• REPAIR
• DIAGNOSTICS
• TYRES & BATTERIES
• 24 HOUR RECOVERY
• COLLECTION & DELIVERY

MON - FRI 8AM-5.30PM, SAT: 8AM-12.30PM

• SALES
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RKH CHAUFFEUR SERVICE

Professional, Prompt, Friendly

Based in Cradley
All UK Airports
Business Trips
Sporting events
Parties, etc.

Long and local trips
Booking essential

Call Richard 07990 552531
Email: rkhill2014@outlook.com
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MOBILE POST OFFICE

Whitbourne
Mondays 1.15pm - 3.45pm

Live Inn car park.

The unit provides all the usual
post office services from selling
stamps, taking parcels, taxing
your car, pensions, passports,
selling stationary and organising

currency.

Upper Sapey
Tuesdays 2.45pm - 3.45pm

Junction of Orchard Gdns and
Lockhill



From 27th June, based on current Coronavirus rules, we are back in our four churches
Church Services [Liturgical colours]

ALL Tuesdays - 9am Morning Prayer by Zoom*
Wednesdays 2nd, 9th, 16th, 23rd June – 9.30am Morning Prayer by Zoom*
Sunday 6th June – 9.30am Morning Praise by Zoom*
Sundays 13th, 20th – 9.30am Holy Communion by Zoom*
Sunday 27th June – Birth of John the Baptist [White]

9.30am Patronal Festival Holy Communion at Whitbourne (and Zoomed*)
Wednesday 30th June – 9.30am Morning Prayer at Sea View, Wolferlow

Sunday 4th July – Trinity5 [Green]
9.30am Morning Praise at Whitbourne (and Zoomed*)
11am Holy Communion at Upper Sapey.

*Please ask Dawn for a link to a Zoomed service.

Should Covid guidance change with regards public gathering, please check out updates
on our website: www.whitbourne.org.uk

Church Services

Revd Dawn Hyett (Interim Minister) 01885 483747; dawnhyett@hotmail.com
Revds Doiran Williams, Andrew Bullock and Jan Webb (permission to officiate)
Mrs Alexandra Bullock and Mr Chris Evans (licensed readers)

Church Wardens
Edvin Loach: Lis Morris 01885 483727
Tedstone Delamere: Kathleen Harris 01885 483681 and William North 853321
Upper Sapey: Ian Evans-Fisher 853441 and David Roberts 853665
Whitbourne: Anne Evans 821534 and Clive Pickering 822210

Church Officers
Parochial Church Council Secretary: Louisa Wyatt 821842, louisawyatt1@gmail.com
Safeguarding Officer: Carol Wilde 853491, carolhwilde@hotmail.co.uk
All phone numbers on this page have area code 01886 unless stated otherwise.

Church Contacts

Doiran Andrew Jan Alexandra Chris

Revd Dawn Hyett
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