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From 
the 
Rector
If we look up at the sky on a clear night, what can
we see? The moon, probably. Perhaps a bright star.
Maybe patterns in stars, the constellations. Orion
with his belt, three stars in a row. The Plough. The
signs of the zodiac. If we have lived in the same
place for a while, these patterns in the sky become
familiar, changing with the seasons, but reassur-
ingly there above us, a reminder of our safe place
in the universe.

So it can come as something of a shock to remem-
ber that they are not actually there, not as we see
them. The light from the stars takes many years to
reach the earth. We see the stars as they were long
ago, not as they are now. And although they may
look identical to us, some of the stars are much
further away than others. The shapes and patterns
that we see are only there because of where we are
standing. From another angle they would look com-
pletely different. We look up and make meaning for
ourselves. When we look up and realise that, our
world tilts. We catch a glimpse of the endless pos-
sibilities for shapes and patterns in the universe.
Our perspective is not fixed and eternal.

Sometimes things happen that seem to tilt the
world on its axis, to make the familiar patterns
shift, and something new emerge. Such an event is
the ascension of Jesus.

What exactly did the disciples see that first
Ascension Day? Luke has two goes at describing it,
at the end of his Gospel and again at the beginning
of Acts. “Jesus withdrew from them and was car-
ried up to heaven,” says the Gospel. The version in
Acts says, “He was lifted up and a cloud took him
out of their sight.” The stories are clear that Jesus
was there and then he wasn’t. They imply that
there’s a certain amount of mystery about what
happened. The description is restrained, and wise-
ly so. If we think too hard about the ascension, it is
easy to end up with a slightly ridiculous picture.
Jesus zooms heavenward as if jet- propelled; two
feet are all that can be seen poking out of the bot-
tom of a cloud.  

But Luke helps us focus our attention elsewhere.
The emphasis in the stories is on the reaction of
the disciples. Something happens to them. Their
world changes.

The ascension of Christ tilts the universe for us. It
gives us a fresh perspective, a new shape and
meaning to the world. Jesus has taken our human-
ity to God. He has handed over his mission to
human beings. The divisions between divine and
human, between heaven and earth have been
blurred. With the disciples, we stop looking up to
heaven, waiting for a divine Jesus to come and res-
cue us. Instead we focus our gaze towards our
world, looking for God there, and seeking to play
our part in the establishment of God’s kingdom.

David Howell
Rector

The Parish of Greater Whitbourne
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Parish News
Sow some seeds

There will be a plant stall again at
the Village Fete in July. As you
dust off the wellies and get back
outside, please consider potting
up any wayward plants that are
being removed from the flower
beds. Maybe you could plant a
few extra seeds for the stall this
spring? Flowers, shrubs, trees,
veg, fruit, herbs - all will be wel-
come. Thank you very much.

Elaine Brown

Friendship Club

We met on a lovely morning on
1st April in the small hall and
began with chatting over cof-
fee/tea and biscuits. David then
became our bingo caller and we
played six games and many of us
won an Easter egg. Ann then told
us about next month when we
will meet on 6th May when
Alison Morrison will talk to us
about quilting. We meet at 11am
- all welcome.

LG

Lent Lunches 2009

Thank you to all the people who
supported the 2009 Lent lunches
and helped to make them such
successful social occasions.
There were six lunches at differ-
ent venues around the Greater
Parish and, in total, £660 was
raised for charities. These were:
Joe Bond’s Marathon run for
Cancer Research, Hope Centre,
Communities in Action, Tanga in
Touch and Bee Research.
Grateful thanks to the hosts and
hostesses for all their hard work;
it was indeed very rewarding.

Myrtle Kneen

Saltmarshe WI

Trevor Owen, sports presenter of
Hereford and Worcester local
radio, gave a highly entertaining
talk to Saltmarshe members this
month about behind the scenes
with the BBC. 

Trevor was a farmer’s son who,
when on a visit to Radio Wyvern
with the Young Farmers “had a
go” at presenting and discovered
he had an aptitude for it. He was
offered a job on the graveyard
slot - 10pm–1am on Saturday
and then progressed to seven
nights on the same slot.
Eventually he had to make a dif-
ficult choice for an only son – the
farm or radio. He chose radio
and has never looked back.

He progressed to BBC Hereford
and Worcester and now presents
mostly sport, though in times of
flood or snow he is expected to
keep the local populace up to
date with weather conditions.
The best part of the job is variety
and the worst – the long hours,
including the long drives back
from away days. The BBC has
made cuts like any business and
the reporters can no longer claim
a night’s subsistence.

Seemingly, on radio, peak time
listening is breakfast time. It is
important to grab the attention
of the listeners early otherwise
the ratings suffer. In our area
Radio 4 is the most popular sta-
tion, followed by Radio 2 and
Hereford and Worcester.

Trevor said his most embarrass-
ing moment on air, as a young
presenter, was to follow the
announcement of the local publi-
can’s daughter engagement with
Chris Rea’s “Road to Hell” by
mistake, instead of  the special
expected record. Local radio gets
their news stories from tip offs;
local contacts; listening to other
stations and Reuters. To put it
over successfully on air needs
the ability to think quickly on
one’s feet and have a friendly
disposition and manner. Trevor
has all of these qualities.    

Eve Currie

Whitbourne WI

We have just realised that our WI
is 75 years old this year and we

have been given two certificates
to commemorate this.

We had Jo Wyall to talk to us
about guide dogs - she has
become involved with boarding
guide dogs in training at about
14 months to see is they are suit-
able.

Jo and Peter look after these
dogs which board at night and go
to school during the day to carry
on with their training. The board-
ers can do anything to push the
dogs, to test their temperament.

Rupert, the dog they have at
present, is being boarded due to
his owner being ill, so he can
keep up with his training. Rupert
is two and a half years old and is
very well-behaved but loves tis-
sues and finds them and plays
with them whenever he can find
one.

Each dog costs £30,000 to train,
and if the owner cannot take the
dog back, it is re-homed with a
normal family as a pet. 

Jo and Peter boarded a dog,
Raffles, during the Olympics,
whose owner was taking part.
They have also had two dogs at
the same time - since they train
in groups, they usually get on
well.

Jo said that the dog becomes
completely different as soon as
their harness goes on - they know
they are working. They are
matched to their owners and
have to like trains, buses etc.

Lots of questions were asked and
a book was left on different
forms of volunteering. Heather
thanked Jo and Peter (and Rupert
too) for an interesting talk. Our
next meeting is May 12th - reso-
lutions and Marlene and Kim are
doing a hands-on flower arrang-
ing session.

LG
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Almost 50 children came togeth-
er to learn the lessons of Good
Friday and enjoy Easter activities
of all kinds at Whitbourne
church.

They were able to make a cross
from the church’s Christmas tree

as well as the Easter garden and
the Easter altar frontal, and craft
activities ranging from palm
crosses to cards and decorated
biscuits.

Helpers were able to show the
children how to chime the bells

in the vestry and to make stream-
ers to wave at the Easter service. 

Hot cross buns, plenty of singing
and an Easter quiz rounded off
the morning, which was greatly
enjoyed by both adults and chil-
dren.

Good Friday activities

Making kaleidoscopes, fridge magnets, bookmarks and
decorating biscuits kept adults and children busy.

The church’s Christmas tree was
turned into a cross.

Rejoicing that Christ would rise again with streamers and singing marked
the end of the morning.

Every corner of the church
was filled with activity

Tile-making was among
the activities on offer
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Laughter Lines - WADS at its best
Laughter Lines - Whitbourne
Village Hall, 28 March.

This show was a triumph, and a
resounding reply to those who
feared that WADS had forgotten
how to do anything but panto.

Eight pieces, from solos to five-
handers, chosen and assembled
by Meg Dawson with rare dis-
cernment, showed conclusively
the serious depth of talent WADS
can now call upon.

“Comedy and farce” promised
the publicity, and that’s certainly
what we got, but there was more.
Cunningly embedded was
pathos, too, and Brigid Burt
could again display the stillness
that can reduce a boisterous
audience to rapt silence, a gift to
be cherished on any stage. Two

more highlights were Cathy
Fuller’s femme fatale ( Norma
would have relished her ‘Mrs
Colby’), and Rob Francis in the
extensive final sketch, undone by
love and alcohol. His first exit
sparked such a roar of delight as
this punter has not heard since
Leonard Rossiter was seen in
Feydeau at the Old Vic thirty
years ago.

Which is not to ignore the excel-
lent work of their colleagues
Nigel Pearson, Robert Slater,
Jenny Williams, David Howell,
Bob Barnsley, Stephanie
Carpenter, David Coker, Gina
Hastings and Paul Dawson.

The juveniles were a delight and
deserve separate mention:
Sophie Baker, Sally Evans, David
Dodd and Mike Shaw.

The death of farce is the grin on
the actor’s face. Full marks to the
company, then, for realising that
the key is gravity, and to Meg
Dawson for instilling discipline
and team spirit - two virtues
notoriously difficult for ama-
teurs to come by.

Once again WADS were indebted
to Peter Baseley and Jerry
Cummins for the sets, to
Margaret Richardson for cos-
tume design, to Andrew Dodd
and Albert Baker for sound, to Jo
Cockram for lighting, and finally
to their prompt, Jane Bond, deep
affection for whom was the
cause of the whole delightful
event.

D.G.W.

Christian Aid Week
Christian Aid Week takes place
from May 10th to 16th.  The need
for this work is as great as ever,
with emergencies cropping up
almost weekly. Our money is well
spent.  We just have to raise it!

We shall put envelopes in all the
magazines delivered in the
parish, and try to get envelopes
to those who don’t receive the

parish news. Please take your
filled envelopes to one of the
church services listed below or to
the village shop. Church services
during the week are:

May 10th.  Whitbourne    9.30 am
Upper Sapey  11.am

May 17th  Whitbourne   9.30 am
Tedstone D    11.am 

Edvin Loach   3 pm 
(at the Teddy Bears’ Picnic)

Thanking you, in anticipation.  If
you want an envelope collected,
please give me a ring – 01886
821450.

John Allan

PCC update
At its March meeting the PCC
was mainly concerned with rou-
tine matters, including approv-
ing the accounts and the Annual
Report for 2008 and receiving
reports from Churchwardens on
their annual inspections of their
churches. 

The PCC also resumed the dis-
cussion, which it had begun in
October following the
Archdeacon’s Visitation, of the
arrangements for baptism. The
PCC will discuss this topic again
in July.

Disability consultation
What is it like to be disabled and
living in Herefordshire?
Throughout May, there will be a
comprehensive consultation to
find out so that the county can
have an effective disability equal-
ity scheme to support disabled
people.

You can fill in the questionnaire
on-line at
www.herefordshire.gov.uk/dis-
ability or come along to a public
meeting on Monday 11 May to
talk about what’s important to
you.  Help with transport is avail-

able.  Contact the Council to
reserve your place. The consulta-
tion runs until 1 June.

The results of the questionnaire
and public meeting, along with
feedback from Herefordshire
Public Services (incorporating
the council, the Primary Care
Trust and the hospitals) employ-
ees and representatives of local
disability groups, will help them
to draw up a Disability Equality
Scheme which will be published
in November.
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Changes to the running of
Awards for All, which used to be
run by  the Big Lottery Fund, will
mean changes for groups seeking
funding.

Organisations will need to look
at whether the main purpose of
the project is for sports, arts or
heritage, or whether the project
fits one of the four outcomes of
the new Awards for All scheme.
These are:

•Better access to training and
development to improve skills; 
•Communities working together
to tackle their problems; 

•Improved environments; 
•Healthier and more active peo-
ple and communities. 

The amount of money that can
be bid for varies considerably:

Awards for All: grants between
£300 and £10,000;
Arts Council: grants between
£1000 and £100,000;
Sport England: grants between
£300 and £10,000;
Heritage Lottery Fund: grants
between £3,000 and £25,000
(Young Roots) and £3,000 and
£50,000 (Your Heritage).
The Awards for All website will

now only have information about
the Big Lottery Fund scheme; the
website address is www.awards-
forall.org.uk. 

The Arts Council website address
is www.artscouncil.org.uk, or
telephone 0845 300 6200.

Sport England's website address
is www.sportengland.org, or tele-
phone 08458 508 508.

The Heritage Lottery Fund's web-
site address is www.hlf.org.uk, or
telephone 0121 616 6882. 

Plans afoot for village shop

T
he Community Village shop
at the Live and Let Live has
been going for 20 months

now, run and staffed entirely by
volunteers. We stock around 600
different lines, despite our tiny
premises, and our prices are very
competitive for an ‘independent’
outlet, because we are communi-
ty owned and run. Our trading
position remains secure, despite
the recession, and the enthusi-
asm and reliability of our many
volunteers remains undimin-
ished.  

Since the shop opened we have
seen signs that oil is likely to
become seriously scarce over the
next few years, so that saving
trips to shops further afield may
become increasingly important.  

However, the very cramped space
we have places severe limits on
what we can offer,  and our Lease
at the Live is ultimately depend-
ent on the owner of the pub,
Enterprise Inns. It is therefore
important news that we have
now, with the blessing of the
Parish Council as landowner, and
all the other village bodies con-
cerned, instructed architect Will
McMorran to submit a planning
application for new premises for
the community shop.

The proposed new shop will take
the form of an extension to the
Village hall, occupying part of
the car park alongside the play-
ing field.  There will be no con-
necting door between the shop
and the village hall but they will
of course share the car park. The
shop will have a glazed porch
outside the entrance adjacent to
the existing Hall. The car park
will be extended two metres to
the west to give sufficient clear-
ance between the netball court
and the shop.

The new shop promises to be a
really attractive space that will be
much more pleasant and conven-
ient for shoppers and volunteers
alike, and will enable the shop to
carry an even wider range of
goods.

The next huge challenge is to
raise the money to build the new
shop, and to this end we will be
submitting applications for vari-
ous grants over the next weeks
and months. We do not antici-
pate a fund raising campaign
within the village – people gave
very generously when we started
up nearly two years ago. The best
way you can safeguard the future
of the village shop is to use it!

Watch out for a promotional deal
which we will be running in May!

Bill Evans
on behalf of the shop committee

Changes to grants scheme

Will McMorran’s sketches for
the proposed new shop
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Letter from the Bishop of Hereford
The Hay festival this month will
be host to two archbishops: our
own Archbishop Rowan, and also
Archbishop Desmond Tutu.
Archbishop Tutu was, of course,
the Nobel Prize winner for peace
in 1984 when he was the first
black General Secretary of the
South African Council of
Churches, a couple of years
before he became the first black
archbishop of Capetown.
Archbishop Tutu’s struggle
against apartheid and then, fol-
lowing South Africa’s general
elections, his chairing of the
Truth and Reconciliation
Commission, giving further
scope for his lifelong commit-
ment to forgiveness and co-oper-
ation, have rightly earned him
universal respect and acclaim.

He was described recently in our
local press as “a man who seems
to have a joyful cloud around
him”, which I thought was a
beautiful and right observation.

He has suffered with his people;
experienced prejudice and hostil-
ity; struggled always peacefully
for right and justice but with rec-
onciliation. He is an example to
us all in so many ways, not least
in his Christian faith undergird-
ing and empowering all that he is
and does.

We are living in Eastertide. We
continue to celebrate Jesus’ res-
urrection from the dead. We
know that we cannot do so other
than as people who have first
stood with him at the foot of his
cross, receiving his forgiveness
and love.

Like Archbishop Tutu (and
Archbishop Rowan) we wish to
“have a joyful cloud around” us.
Also, like them, we know that
that kind of joy, true joy, cannot
be experienced by escaping the
pains and hurts of the world and
our own lives, but only by living
through them.

We do not have to face apartheid,
thank God, but we do have other
issues to face in our own lives,
locally and nationally. And preju-
dice in all kinds of ways contin-
ues too. Many are experiencing
redundancy, shorter working
weeks, reduced income, as well
as pains and hurts from illness,
accident, family breakdown and
other harms.

It was on the cross that Jesus
showed the fullest extent of
God’s love. He showed and lived
it in the pain, through the pain.
Easter joy is the reality that noth-
ing can kill that kind of love.  It is
God’s gift to us, when we ask him
for it. It is his continuing gift to
his Easter, rainbow people,
including you and me, and our
Archbishops.

Bishop Anthony Priddis
Bishop of Hereford

Where does church money go?

L
ast month, I talked about a
campaign over the summer
to raise funds for the

Church.  Inevitably, this poses
the questions WHY? and WHERE
DOES OUR MONEY GO?

I do not propose to set out a
great list of figures or charts or
graphs – you can get all the detail
you want by asking me directly
or (better) by coming to the
planned meetings later in the
summer! I am simply going to
show where the huge majority of
our money goes.

The basic structure of the local
Church is a hierarchy of the
Diocese in Hereford, divided into
14 Deaneries (we are a member
of Bromyard Deanery)covering
410 Churches (our Deanery has
24 in total). Bromyard Deanery is
divided into four Parish Groups
each of which is responsible for
paying enough to pay for our
Priest in the Parish. Also, there is
a contribution to the Diocese

who provide all the support for
Father David in terms of training
and materials.  That contribution
also pays for curates and
Ministry to important parts of
the community. An example is
the Agricultural Chaplain, whose
reports we read every month. So,
now we get down to the nitty
gritty. We, as the Parish of
Greater Whitbourne, get a bill
each year from the Deanery, who
in turn pay the Diocese.

This year’s bill is £46,107.  This
is broken down as follows:

Rectors’ Salary, Pension, House
and Expenses £36,914
Church Costs £580
Costs to Diocese £12,839 
TOTAL Costs £50,333

This total cost is reduced to
£46,107 by receiving our share of
Diocesan Glebe Income (rents,
etc) and Church of England con-
tribution towards clergy expens-
es.

My point in sharing this with you
is to point out that 80% of what
we pay to the Deanery goes
directly to allowing our Parish
the privilege of having a resident
Priest to look after the spiritual
needs of all of us.

Incidentally, we should be very
proud that we have kept a Priest
in our Parish as we only have a
population of just over 1,200.
The average population of a
Parish across England is over
5,000! I think that is a great
achievement, and demonstrates
very well how important we feel
it is to do everything we can to
maintain this happy state of
affairs.

Do we want to lose him?  I don’t
think so!  And next month I will
talk about ways we can con-
tribute to a vital pillar of our
community.

Angus Stormonth Darling
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Lessons from home and further afield
Year 2 at Whitbourne School com-
bined poetic inspiration with geog-
raphy and a smattering of history
before Easter, when they used a
walk through the village to great
effect.

The children began a poetry ses-
sion by going for a walk to stimu-
late ideas for spring poems; this
led onto the creation of a 3D map
of their route through the village.
The children took the lead and
worked together to create this
great bird’s eye view of their won-
derful surroundings, including the
most prominent landmarks includ-
ing the school, church, bridge and
stream. 

The last week of term was a busy
one for all the children at
Whitbourne School as they had a
whistle stop tour of the culture,
traditions and life style of four
different parts of the world -
Australia, India, Africa and the
rainforest.

They were fascinated by Dave

Shaw, who first went to the
Ecuadorian rainforest when he
was 15 and has been countless
times since to help conserve its
species and environment.

They learnt the basics of
Bollywood dancing after their
Indian day - staff and parents
joined in to discover just how

inflexible they really were!

They made boomerangs and
studied examples of aboriginal
art, and Class 3 mapped Africa,
displayed the flag of each
African country and told a spe-
cial assembly for parents a little
about each country in the conti-
nent.

A bit of Bollywood comes to Whitbourne -
swivel those hips!

Reception children
get busy with
Indian and African
art - some of it on
paper and some,
with a little assis-
tance from
‘Rainforest Dave’,
on their faces; he
painted many chil-
dren’s faces with
tribal markings
illustrating legends
and stories.Class 2 artists at work
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Coffee cake with mascarpone icing

225g/8oz plain flour
2 rounded tsps baking powder
210g/7½oz golden caster sugar
1 rounded tbsp instant expresso coffee
2 medium eggs, room temperature, separated
225ml/8floz corn oil
5tbsps milk
salt

For the icing:
1 250g tub mascarpone
1 level tbsp instant expresso coffee
75g/3oz icing sugar, sifted

Preheat the oven to 180C/350F/Gas mark 4. Sift
the flour, baking powder and sugar together with a
pinch of salt. Dissolve the coffee for the cake in 1

tbsp of boiling water and when it’s cold, add the
egg yolks, oil and milk and mix with a wooden
spoon. Stir it into the flour mixture so that it’s
thick and fudge-like.

Beat the egg whites until soft peaks form; fold 1
tbsp into the cake mixture to loosen it and then
fold in the rest with a metal spoon. divide the mix-
ture between two lined baking tins and bake on the
middle shelf fro 25-30 mins until golden and
springy to the touch. Leave to cool in the tins for
10 mins, then turn out. When cool, take off the bak-
ing parchment.

For the mascarpone icing,dissolve the coffee in 1
tbsp of boiling water. When cool, mix with the mas-
carpone and sifted icing sugar and beat till smooth.
Sandwich the sponges together with half of the
icing and spread the rest over the top.

Chocolate mousse

For the base:

150g/5oz digestive biscuits, crushed
75g/3oz plain/white/milk chocolate chips
75g/3oz unsalted butter, melted

For the filling:

6 x 5ml tsps (1½ sachets) powdered gelatine
6 x 15ml tbsps hot water
2 eggs, separated
150g/5oz caster sugar
225ml/8floz milk
200g/7oz plain/white/milk chocolate, chopped
2 x 5ml tsps vanilla extract
275ml/½ pint double cream

Line the base of a 23cm (9”) deep round cake tin
with tin foil, or use small ring mould to make indi-
vidual servings. Mix together the base ingredients
and press into the base of the tin(s) using a metal
spoon. Chill until firm.

Dissolve gelatine in hot water. In a separate bowl,
whisk the egg yolks with 85g of the sugar, Bring
milk to the boil and pour over the egg yolks,
whisking all the time. Return to the saucepan, con-
tinue to heat until mixture thickens, but do NOT
boil. Add gelatine, chopped chocolate and vanilla
extract and stir until smooth. Allow to cool, Lightly
whip the cream and fold into the mixture. Whisk
the egg whites until stiff, add the remaining sugar
and whisk to soft peaks, Fold into the chocolate
mixture, stir well and pour into the tin(s). Chill for
about two hours before serving.

Mother Tree

When I am old and leave this world
I will come back as a tree

Standing tall and very proud
I’ll be watching over thee

I will haver the birds for comfort
As they sing their morning song
And mischief making squirrels
Pretending they do no wrong

I will watch the children playing
On the garden swing

And smell the sweet perfume
Of the flowers in the spring

But most of all I’ll be there
Watching over thee

My branches reaching out
To embrace you when I see

Problems or sorrow that befall
You in your life

I will be there shielding you
From all your worries and your strife

So come and sit beneath
My strong protective branches

And you will feel the warmth of me
Surround you like a blanket.

Shirley Whittall
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Half an hour of my day -
a snapshot from a farmer’s life

I
t has been a very busy three
weeks, with all but three of the
ewes lambing.  As suspected

last autumn the rams were very
willing and able, and the ewes
willing and ready! Although there
are only 130 ewes lambing it
doesn’t seem a quarter of the
work compared with the old days
when we were lambing 650 ewes
plus.  Back then Bill and I would
work full time with the sheep;
plus a student or two. These days
it’s myself, whichever daughter is
most broke and wants the work,
the Top Barn training gang, and
youngsters from the pupil refer-
ral unit.

Six large pens, with ladies in
waiting, and 20 individual lamb-
ing pens, each with a sheep fam-
ily, all needing food, water and
bedding twice daily, and dozens
of very young lambs – there’s
plenty to do. With so much
enthusiastic but not always very
knowledgeable or skilled help
there’s always the challenge to
make sure that hay gets fed and
straw used for bedding and not
vice versa, filling water buckets
from the hose outside so we

don’t end up squelching round
the pens, and only filling them
half full so young lambs don’t
drown.

Ringing, tagging and recording
the lambs, and marking the fam-
ily with a number is another job.
I do the ringing and tagging
myself (it doesn’t bear thinking
about what damage a rubber ring
could do put on the end of a fin-
ger). Noting male lambs’ testicles
to differentiate between male
and female lambs for the records
(fortunately for them our male
rams are spared castration to
give the maximum choice of
future breeding rams) and daub-

ing each member of a family with
the same number, I can delegate.
All good entertainment.

When I asked one of the lads to
bring me a blue marker spray he
came back he came back with a
bottle of ‘Lubigel’ (for use in
assisting lambing) – well it is
blue. When I asked another to
pass me the worm drench gun he
picked up the gun and walked
towards me, pulling it off the
tube connecting it to the contain-
er of wormer hanging on the hur-
dle. But no harm done, no lambs
lost or muddled up, though one
or two threatened with kidnap to
back gardens in Worcester.

The ewes seem to take it in their
stride, though I swear the Friday
of the very busy middle week,
having had a lot of visitors/help
the previous few days, they wait-
ed till I was on my own for a few
hours and then decided to give
birth – a dozen lambs arrived
within an hour or two that after-
noon. Maybe even sheep like
their privacy.

Julia Evans

The front lawn at the Old Rectory
has witnessed many scenes in its
time – stately Victorian tea par-
ties, village fetes, the Poultneys’
aging rock band, duck herding
…. 

Duck herding?

Oh yes:  four Indian Runners,
ducking and weaving through an
obstacle course, pursued by
Wales’s finest sheepdog, guided
by the members of . . . a hen
party?

Don’t you mean a duck party?

No – apparently it’s the latest
thing. And you thought hen par-
ties were just about giggling and
getting drunk. Not here, ducky!

Paul Lack

(with thanks to Cliff and Gilly
Poultney, and the Hen.)

Love a duck...!

Transporting ewes and lambs
with the lads
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THE GREATER WHITBOURNE PAROCHIAL CHURCH COUNCIL
ANNUAL REPORT OF MARCH 2009 FOR THE YEAR 2008

THE PARISH

1. The single parish was created by Order in Council in 1982 with one Rector, one PCC and five parish
churches, comprising the ancient ecclesiastical parishes of Edvin Loach (St Mary), Tedstone Delamere (St
James), Upper Sapey (St Michael), Wolferlow (St Andrew) and Whitbourne (St John the Baptist). Tedstone
Wafer’s church had closed some ten years earlier.

DUTY

2. The Parochial Church Council (PCC) is required, as stated in the Parochial Church Councils (Powers)
Measure 1956, to cooperate with the minister in promoting in the parish the whole mission of the
Church, pastoral, evangelistic, social and ecumenical. It has responsibility under this Measure for the
financial affairs of the parish and for keeping accounts, and for the preservation of the fabric and orna-
ments of the parish churches. The PCC now has further responsibilities, such as in respect of health and
safety, child protection and fire safety.

THE COUNCIL – MEMBERSHIP AND ORGANISATION

3. Members of the PCC are, in accordance with the Church Representation Rules, elected, appointed ex
officio or co-opted. At the time of the creation of the single parish in 1982 a formula was agreed that
ensured a balance of representation in the PCC roughly based on population. The PCC resolved at its
meeting in January 2005 that there should no longer be a rigid formula as to how representatives of the
laity should be allocated between the old parishes, but as a guideline each church should have at least
one representative in addition to its churchwardens. The PCC also agreed that the number of represen-
tatives should be maintained at nine. A resolution to this effect, to take effect from 2006, was passed at
the Annual Parochial Church Meeting on 24 April 2005. In accordance with the resolution passed at the
Annual Parochial Church Meeting on 25 April 2004, such representatives hold office, as had previously
been the practice, for one year. The PCC resolved at its meeting in January 2005 to adopt revised guide-
lines redefining the relationship with the individual churches in the light of current circumstances.

Those serving between the Annual Parochial Church Meetings of 27 April 2008 and 26 April 2009 are list-
ed below. 

Ex Officio
The Rector **++ The Revd. David Howell     Chairman
The Hon. Curate The Revd. Doiran Williams
Mrs B Allan //
Mrs M Kneen //

Elected
Mr J Allan // Sir Nicholas Harington Bt
Mrs S Bland = Mrs S Gibbs =
Mr S Beare (Hon. Secretary) **// Mr C Harris (Vice Chairman) **
Mr J Cummins** Mrs K Harris  =
Mr R Darby **= Mr A Jones =
Mrs Y Evans Mrs C Mackenzie
Mr I Evans-Fisher **= Mrs N North
Mrs C Evans-Fisher = Mr A Stormonth Darling (Hon. Treasurer) **
Mr R Freeman =

++ Diocesan Synod member ** Standing Committee member
//   Deanery Synod member since 1 June 2008
=   Churchwarden

4. Independent Examiner – Mr Andrew Wood of Messrs Rabjohns

5. The PCC has no permanent subject sub-committees, but its Standing Committee meets when required.



CHURCH STRENGTH
6. In 2008 the Church Electoral Roll increased to 129. The breakdown by churches is given below along-
side a typical Sunday attendance at church. In both cases the previous year’s figures are also shown for
comparison.

Church Electoral Typical Sunday Sundays per
Roll in March attendance month with

Services
2007 2008 2007 2008

Edvin Loach 21 21 16 16 1
Tedstone
Delamere 21 19 6 6 1
Upper Sapey 8 8 8 8 1
Wolferlow 4 4  (the church has been closed since Easter 2002)
Whitbourne 70 77 30 30 All

These figures do not give a full picture. They cannot reveal that, in fact, attendance at Christmas, Easter
and special services has been increasing. Nor can they reflect local support for the Church in a variety of
other ways. Registration on the Electoral Roll does not signify a particular level of commitment, nor is
absence of registration a reliable indicator of lack of commitment.

REVIEW OF THE YEAR
7. The PCC spends much of its time on the routine affairs of the parish. These include annually review-
ing its health and safety, child protection and vulnerable adult policies and fire  risk assessments for
each church, receiving verification from the churchwardens of the terriers of the property of the church-
es and of their maintenance log-books, and considering churchwardens’ reports on the progress of action
taken on the quinquennial inspection reports. Financial matters, including stewardship and fundraising,
also demand much of the PCC’s attention and are dealt with in a separate section below.

8. The Deanery Plan for Mission and Ministry, which had been approved by the Deanery Synod on 17
January 2008, received the necessary further approvals and a Pastoral Scheme in which it was incorpo-
rated came into effect on 1 January 2009. It is now to be hoped that the structure of the Deanery will
remain stable for some years on the basis of the present benefice groupings.

9. With this in mind, and in the light of the five priorities adopted by the Diocese and the four tasks
adopted by the Deanery, the PCC has spent some time during the year formulating a Parish Plan for the
next five years – the Parish Action Plan for Mission, Fabric and Fundraising. Copies of this Plan are avail-
able from the Rector, churchwardens and in the churches. It has been adopted by the PCC as a basis for
consultation within the Parish and with other interested parties and it is hoped that it will provoke inter-
est, comment and discussion. It is envisaged that it will be reviewed annually by the PCC at its July meet-
ing.

FINANCIAL REPORT
Overall Situation

The Greater Parish met all its commitments to the Deanery in full and on time.  Thanks are due to the
Treasurers of each church for their hard work and support.  The burden of rising Parish Share continues
to grow with a rise, in 2009, of 6.2% from £39,701 to £42,267.

The target of the Greater Parish remains to pay all share commitments from regular giving and any asso-
ciated tax rebate.  In 2008, total planned giving, donations and tax recovered amounted to £33,398 (2007
£39,732).  It is plain to see that the stewardship campaign to be mounted in 2009 is necessary to plug
the widening gap.  The urgency for re-invigorated regular, tax efficient giving is emphasised by declining
interest rates which will remove approximately £3,000 from the 2009 income.

A combination of increased costs and marginal decline in revenue in some areas has meant that the total
worth of our funds declined from £64,827 at the beginning of the year to £60,211 at 31st December – a
drop of £4,616 or 7%.  It is important to reverse this trend.

Stewardship Campaign
Clearly the health of our Church communities relies much on the continued existence of a Priest in our
Parish.  Accordingly the campaign is being run to encourage the community-minded from all walks of
life to contribute.  Appeals will be made in each of our villages and it is hoped to channel the goodwill
which clearly exists, into positive action.
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Insurance
During the year a parish wide Third Party Liability insurance policy was put in place.  While expensive at
£650 per annum, it assures the PCC that anyone participating in an official Church related activity has
appropriate insurance.  

Conclusion
Churchwardens and Treasurers continue to work extremely hard to support the cost of our churches and
our financial position, while not robust, can be maintained if much effort is directed into the 2009 stew-
ardship campaign.

THE RECTOR’S REPORT
The highlight of the year for me was the Confirmation Service at Upper Sapey Church. It was good to see
fathers and children being confirmed together and to welcome some new people into our Church com-
munity. 

Our churches continue to serve the community in many different ways. The Friendship Club in
Whitbourne has been a great success, providing a much needed opportunity for people to meet togeth-
er. The Upper Sapey Market also provides a wonderful opportunity for me to meet with people and to lis-
ten to their concerns. There have been some great events in the parish, the carol singing at the Baiting
House and at  Saltmarshe Village Hall have become major events as well as being great fun. The Farmers’
Breakfast in Whitbourne and the Edvin Loach breakfast at Rogationtide have really brought people
together. 

In many ways 2008 was a difficult year; we had many people in the parish seriously ill and a lot of my
time was spent in hospital visiting. The vicar of Bromyard was also ill with cancer so this added to the
work load. Rural clergy often complain that their theological training never seems to be put into prac-
tice. I find the reverse is true - in dealing with the sick and the bereaved your training is tested to break-
ing point. However, faith is often stronger as a result.

In 2008 we had our first Archdeacon’s Visitation, which is a bit like an OFSTED inspection. Archdeacon
Malcolm reported on our strengths and weaknesses and opportunities for the future. The following is a
brief summary of his findings.

Strengths
A good percentage of people come to church. 
There is support for the church in the local community
Tanga-in-Touch 
Church buildings are well cared for.
Both insurance and church finances are in good order.
Good links with Whitbourne school 

Opportunities
Five year plan with focus on mission
To make worship more ‘user-friendly’ 
Pubs / Village Halls to engage with people
Train some people to lead study groups/ enquirers’ groups.

The meeting with churchwardens discussed the prime activities of the churches – worship; engagement
in God’s mission; the encouragement of each member in their life of faith. The report was very encour-
aging and we hope to build on it in the future.

The Lambeth Conference brought Bishop Philip Baji to England which enabled us to ask many questions
about the church in Africa. The Bishop gave us some very thoughtful and candid answers to our ques-
tions. It was a powerful reminder that the problems we face are nothing compared to our friends in
Africa. Please continue to support Tanga-in-Touch. 

Thank you all for your support.

Signed on behalf of the Greater Whitbourne PCC

DAVID HOWELL
Rector and Chairman April 2009

Weaknesses 
Small population 
We need more lay involvement in worship
We don’t sell ourselves.
No Sunday School 
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Whitbourne Garden Society Annual Show 2009
Saturday 11th July at the Church, 2.00-4.30pm

Annual Show Regulations
ALL ITEMS TO BE THE PROPERTY
OF AND TO HAVE BEEN GROWN,
MADE OR PHOTOGRAPHED BY
THE EXHIBITOR.

FLOWER ARRANGEMENTS MAY
CONTAIN RECENTLY PUR-
CHASED ITEMS.

ONLY ONE ENTRY PER CLASS
FOR EACH EXHIBITOR.

ENTRIES MAY BE STAGED
BETWEEN 8.30AM AND 10.30AM
ON THE DAY OF THE SHOW.

NO EXHIBITOR CAN BE PRESENT
AT THE JUDGING UNLESS
APPOINTED BY THE COMMITTEE.

THE ENTRY FEE IS 20P PER ITEM,
UP TO A MAXIMUM OF £3.
ENTRIES FREE THEREAFTER.
ENTRY FEE TO BE PAID AT THE
TIME OF ENTERING.

ALL DIVISIONS ARE OPEN TO
EXHIBITORS LIVING WITHIN A
RADIUS OF 7 MILES OF THE VIL-
LAGE HALL, WHITBOURNE.

IT IS THE RESPONSIBILITY OF
THE EXHIBITOR TO MOUNT AND
MARK PHOTOGRAPHS, PICTURES
ETC FOR DISPLAY AND THE
COMMITTEE ACCEPTS NO LIA-
BILITY FOR ANY DAMAGE.

WHERE WEIGHT OR NUMBER IS
SET DOWN FOR A CLASS,
ENTRIES MUST CONFORM. ANY
ENTRY THAT DOES NOT CON-
FORM WILL BE DISQUALIFIED.

THE SHOW WILL REMAIN OPEN
UNTIL 4.30 P.M. EXHIBITORS
MAY THEN REMOVE EXHIBITS.

POINTS WILL BE AWARDED AS
FOLLOWS TO DETERMINE OVER-
ALL DIVISION WINNERS WHERE
APPLICABLE:
1ST PRIZE : 3
2ND PRIZE : 2
3RD PRIZE : 1

THE DECISION OF THE JUDGES IS
FINAL. THEY MAY WITHHOLD

OR DIMINISH ANY AWARD OR
GIVE AN ADDITIONAL AWARD
IN A CLASS WHERE THE NUMBER
OR QUALITY OF ENTRIES JUSTI-
FIES IT.

ALL CUPS AND TROPHIES ARE
HELD FOR ONE YEAR ONLY.

DIVISION A
The Exhibitor gaining the highest
number of points in this Division
will be awarded THE WHIT-
BOURNE GARDEN SOCIETY
CHALLENGE CUP.
CLASS
A1 3 Potatoes of one variety
A2 3 Carrots of one variety
A3 3 Onions
A4 6 Peapods
A5 6 Broadbean Pods
A6 A Cabbage
A7 3 Courgettes (with flowers if
possible)
A8 3 Salad Vegetables, can be
more than one example of each.
A9 Blackcurrants, not more than
125 grams (berries should be
attached to strings, not loose).
A10 Redcurrants, not more than
125 grams (berries should be
attached to strings, not loose).
A11 Whitecurrants, not more
than 125 grams (berries should
be attached to strings, not loose).
A12 Raspberries - 20 berries, 1
variety
A13 Gooseberries - 12 berries, 1
variety
A14 3 Sticks of rhubarb (with
leaves
on)
A15 5 Radishes
A16 3 Beetroots
A17 6 Eggs
A18 5 Culinary Herbs
A19 A jar of honey
Please name the variety of veg-
etable where possible.

DIVISION B
THE SAM ELLIOT CUP is award-
ed to the Exhibitor gaining the
highest number of points in this
Division.
THE BILL PITTMAN CHAL-
LENGE TROPHY is awarded for
the best exhibit in this Division.

CLASS
B1 A Specimen Rose (judged for
scent)
B2 1 stem Floribunda Rose
B3 A Collection of roses, 5 vari-
eties
B4 3 Blooms of roses, 1 variety
B5 3 Blooms Clematis 1 variety
B6 10 stems of sweet pea.
B7 A Collection of 6 stems of
flowers, one colour. A minimum
of 3 different flowers.
B8 A Collection of 3 Ornamental
Grasses
B9 A Collection of 3 different
Flowering Shrubs
B10 A Collection of Herbaceous
Flowers, 5 varieties
B11 A Collection of flowering
weeds, 5 varieties
B12 A collection of 5 stems of
variegated foliage plants
B13 A Flowering Houseplant
B14 A Foliage Houseplant
B15 3 blooms of Lily (including
day lilies).

Please name the variety of flow-
ers or plants where possible.

DIVISION C
THE PIMPERNEL ART
TROPHY will be awarded to the
Exhibitor gaining the highest
number of points in this
Division.
CLASS
C1 A design in any medium. A
poster advertising Whitbourne.
C2 Watercolour or gouache.
Underwater scene.
C3 A black and white drawing in
pen, pencil or charcoal: A River
C4 Sculpture. A Mermaid
C5 Calligraphy – Auld Lang Syne
by Robert Burns. First two verses
and chorus.
C6 A poem. The Wave
C7 A limerick using the first line 
“When the postman opened the
gate”
C8 A piece of needlework,
sewing, embroidery or tapestry
C9 A hand-made toy.

DIVISION D
THE JURO TROPHY awarded to
the Exhibitor gaining the most
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points in this Division.
Photographs in B/W or Colour,
not larger than 21cm by 30cm.
CLASS
D1 Frost
D2 Bedtime
D3 Seaside
D4 Seed head
D5 Caught
D6 A computer altered photo
with the original.

DIVISION E
THE SILVER JUBILEE TROPHY
is awarded to the Exhibitor gain-
ing the highest number of points
in this Division. Accessories
allowed.
E1 A bird
E2 A scented nosegay
E3 A miniature arrangement in a
coffee cup and saucer.
E4 Gateway
E5 An arrangement incorporat-

ing a bell.

DIVISION F 
The Exhibitor gaining the highest
number of points in this Division
will be awarded THE CLARISSA
JONES CHALLENGE BOWL.
CLASS
F1 A jar of jam
F2 A jar of jelly
F3 A jar of chutney
F4 3 jam tarts
F5 5 A loaf of bread
F6 5 shortbread biscuits
F7 A Marble Cake using
this recipe:
6oz (150g) S.R Flour
3 eggs, beaten
6oz (150g) margarine
6oz (150g) caster sugar
1oz drinking chocolate or cocoa
Icing sugar to decorate.
Grease and line 18cm (7in)
square or round tin.

Cream fat and sugar, add beaten
eggs, gradually add flour and
mix.
Divide mixture into two.
Add choc powder or cocoa to one
half.
Stir mixtures together using a
knife to create marble effect.
Bake until well risen and golden
brown.
Leave in tin for 5 mins and turn
out.
Sprinkle with icing sugar when
cold.
Gas No 3/Electric 160C – 45 min-
utes cooking time.

THE HUGHES BROTHERS
TROPHY
Two animals from vegetables
and/or fruit.
1st  Prize: The Trophy and £4 
2nd Prize: £2.50
3rd  Prize: £1.

EXHIBITS will be received at the Church from 8.30 to 10.15am on the morning of the show.
ENTRY NUMBERS must be collected by 10.00am and the Exhibitors must vacate the Church
by 10.30am, when judging will commence.
ENTRY FORMS should be handed in to the Show Secretary, Mr John Allan, Gaines Lodge
(821450) or at the Village shop by Thursday 9th JULY.

ENTRY FORM Please cut this out and keep it for the show
NAME : PLEASE TICK IF UNDER 16

ADDRESS : TOTAL OF MONEY INCLUDED:

Please TICK the appropriate number for EACH DIVISION. Only one entrant per form. 20p per entry up
to a maximum of £3. ONLY ONE ENTRY PER CLASS.

DIVISION A
A 1
A 2
A 3
A 4
A 5
A 6
A 7
A 8
A 9
A 10
A 11
A 12
A 13
A 14

A 15
A 16
A 17
A 18
A 19

DIVISION B
B 1
B 2
B 3
B 4
B 5
B 6
B 7
B 8

B 9
B 10
B 11
B 12
B 13
B 14
B 15

DIVISION C
C 1
C 2
C 3
C 4
C 5
C 6

C 7
C 8
C 9

DIVISION D
D 1
D 2
D 3
D 4
D 5
D 6

DIVISION E
E 1
E 2

E 3
E 4
E 5

DIVISION F
F 1
F 2
F 3
F 4
F 5
F 6
F 7

NOTE TO EXHIBITORS: Biggest is not necessarily best. The judges are looking for what would be the
best eating, if cooked, so in Class 14, giant but coarse stems of rhubarb will lose out to more slender but
tender ones. At the same time, appearance is just as important. The three stems should be straight,
should match in size and length, should be without blemish and have a good red colour. They should be
clean, but complete, so leaves and an untrimmed base should be left on. The same criteria apply to the
other classes. For instance, the culinary herbs shouldn’t be in flower, because it’s the leaves, not the  flow-
ers, that are used in cooking. Complicated? That’s why judging is so skilled and we are so grateful to the
judges who give their time and expertise every year.



Saturday May 2, 7.30pm, Whitbourne Village Hall, Quiz Night in aid of Whitbourne School PTFA. £2
per person, max. 6 people per team. Bar (alcoholic and non-alcoholic drinks) and light snacks on sale.
Tickets/tables from Kim Taylor 821144 - all welcome.

Wednesday May 6, 11am, Whitbourne Village Hall, Friendship Club. All welcome.

Thursday May 7, 7.30pm, Whitbourne village hall, WADS and Arts Alive present BUBBLES, a musical
comedy from the Watermill Theatre. Tickets Adults £6/Children £4 from Rob Slater 01886 821684 or
from village shop.

Tuesday May 12, 7.30pm, Whitbourne Village Hall, Whitbourne Women’s Institute.

Sunday May 17, 3.30pm, Court Farm, Tedstone Wafre, Teddy Bears’ Picnic. Entry £5 per teddy -
prize for the best dressed. In aid of Edvin Loach Church. Bring your own picnic. For details, contact
Celia on 01885 483492.

Tuesday May 19, 2.30pm, at Whitbourne school gate, plant sale - bring and buy.

Wednesday May 20, 7.30pm, Whitbourne Village Hall, Village Hall AGM. Everyone welcome.

Thursday May 21, Garden outing to Brobury. Meet 11.30am, Whitbourne village hall. Please ring
Sheila Dodd on 821835 to book lunch.

Saturday June 6, 7.30pm, Whitbourne Village Hall, ABBA evening. Mamma Mia film showing, optional
fancy dress (prize for best dressed), dancing and possibly even karaoke! Quick table quiz. Bar. Tickets
£7.50 from Jenny Mitchell 821263 and Ruth Neville 821719 - to include jacket potator with fillings. ALL
WELCOME.

Monday June 15, Garden outing to Kiftsgate. Please ring Sheila Dodd on 821835 by Saturday evening
June 13th if you would like to attend.

Saturday July 11, Whitbourne church, Fete and Annual Garden Show. More details later.

EVERY FRIDAY, 9.30 -11.30am Upper Sapey Village Hall  FRIDAY MARKET. Fresh produce, crafts and
plants.  Tea, coffee and cake. 

EVERY WEDNESDAY, 9.30 - 11.30am Saltmarshe and District Hall, Coffee and kids morning.  This is
for anyone who looks after children (carers, childminders, grandparents and parents). The aim of the
session is to get people together to socialise and for the children to play. For details please contact
Jane Nicol on  01885 488495 or Jane.familysupport@hopefamilycentre.co.uk

of Greater Whitbourne

At A Glance

Hidden Bromyard

The Local History Society invites you to an illustrated lecture by Duncan James on Wednesday 24th
June at 7.30pm at the Conquest Theatre

The Buildings Investigation project, organised by the Society and funded by Awards for All, is drawing
to a close.  Over the past months this exploration of the centre of Bromyard has brought to light many

interesting and significant discoveries and these will be presented at this final lecture.

We will also be looking at some of the earliest buildings, many of them very well hidden, and reflecting
on the development of the town. It will also be a chance to consider how and why Bromyard differs, as
it does, from nearby towns of similar size. This will be the opportunity to see parts of the town that
you did not know were there and to enjoy those that we have all seen but never really looked at.

To book seats, please contact Jennifer Weale 01886 821368
or Alex Hoyle 01885 400778
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Whitbourne Village  Fete and Garden Society Show  
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We would like to hear from anyone who would like to plan and run a stall 

We are again very grateful to Mr. and Mrs. G. Cupper for allowing us to  

use their field for car parking and other activities. 

 

The committee organising the fete are: 

 

Rev. D. Howell   821285  Eileen Badger   821501 

Steve Symonds   821736  Maureen Williams  821189

 Chris Roberts   821063  Kate Lack    821978 

Jerry Cummins   821485 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

AABBBBAA  eevveenniinngg  --  WWhhiittbboouurrnnee  VViillllaaggee  HHaallll
Saturday 6th June from 7.30pm

Mamma Mia film showing
* Optional fancy dress (prize for best dressed)

* Dancing and possibly even karaoke!   * Quick table quiz   * Bar 

Tickets £7.50 in aid of Whitbourne School funds
Please call Jenny Mitchell 821263 or Ruth Neville 821719

ALL WELCOME
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Useful numbers (all 01886 unless shown otherwise)

Knightwick Surgery 821279

Great Witley Surgery 01299 896788

Nunwell Surgery, Bromyard 01885 483412

Herefordshire Council 01432 260000

Worcestershire Council 01905 763763

West Mercia Constabulary 08457 444888

Rural policing team:

PC Jill Richardson 07816 548932

CSO Stephanie Annette 07970 602354

The Parish Magazine: advertising rates
The magazine is distributed to more than 330 households in Edvin Loach, Tedstone

Delamere, Tedstone Wafre, Upper Sapey, Whitbourne and Wolferlow. 
Adverts cost just £16 for a full A4 page - a great way to reach local customers.
To advertise, please e-mail your requirements to francis@bromyard.com

Months 1  3  6  12

Full page £16.00  £48.00  £96.00  £192.00
Half page £8.00 £24.00 £48.00 £96.00
Quarter page £4.00 £12.00 £24.00 £48.00
Eighth page £2.00 £6.00 £12.00 £24.00

~~~ Please support our advertisers ~~~
Don’t forget to mention the Parish Magazine when replying to adverts

Whitbourne Village Shop 822227

Clifton-upon-Teme Village Stores  812303

Tiblands Nursery School 821394

Whitbourne Primary School 821266

Clifton-upon-Teme Primary School 812258

Saltmarshe & District Hall 853512

Upper Sapey Village Hall 853327

Whitbourne Village Hall 821255

Clifton-upon-Teme Village Hall 812880

Stop
at the
Shop!
Home-made preserves, fresh local fruit
& vegetables, cards, stationery, soaps,
household products and much more.

Weekdays:
8.45 a.m. to 5.30 p.m.

Saturday:
9.00 a.m. to 3.00 p.m.

Sunday: 
10.00 a.m. to 1.00 p.m.

Run entirely by volunteers
for your community

WANTED
Storage space

up to 500 square feet
Please call:

01886 822257

LJB
BOOK KEEPING & ACCOUNTS

• BOOK KEEPING
• INVOICING
• CREDIT CONTROL
• VAT RETURNS
• SELF ASSESSEMENT

T: 01886 821447   M:07753 508 484
E:   l.bradshaw174@btinternet.com

ALL YOUR BOOK KEEPING REQUIREMENTS
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W hitbourne CE  Prim ary School 
 

Are you making the important decision about where to send your child 

to school? 

Have you considered all the options available to you & your child? 

Are you looking for a friendly, happy school for your child? 

 

If you would like to meet us please phone the school  

on:  01886 821266  to make an appointment to view the school  

or email us at: admin@whitbourne.hereford.sch.uk. 
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Richard Bond and Mick Adams
We are able to offer 
the folowing services

~ Grass cutting, Strimming
~ Hedge trimming
~ General gardening
~ Fencing
~ Pathways
~ Patios
~ Shed building and repair
~ Gravestone resetting,
cleaning & maintenance

~ Other jobs as required
Sensible Rates ~ Quotations
Please call Richard Bond on

01886 821641 or 07785 396159

PROPERTY TO RENT? 
 

As a landlord, you will be aware that  
from October 2008  

all new lettings have to have  
an ENERGY PERFORMANCE  

CERTIFICATE. 
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ENERGY SURVEYS 

01885 488418 
 

Typical energy losses: 

 
 

Also new build SAP energy assessments  
carried out for Building Control compliance 
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Teddy Bears’ Picnic 
Court Farm
Tedstone Wafre
17th May 2009 
at 3.30pm

Entry £5 per teddy
Prize for the best dressed

Bring your own picnic
For details please
contact Celia on
01885 483492

A fund-raising event for Edvin Loach Church



 

BROMYARD GALA PRESENTS 
 

An evening with 

2007 Strictly Come Dancing Champion 

Matthew Cutler with Nicole Cutler 
 

8pm, Saturday 9th May 2009  

At the Q E Humanities College, Bromyard   
 

Tickets £20.00 
 

from Liz 01532 640325 

Margaret 01885 483767 

Bryan 07729 262333 
 

 

Ebbw Vale 

Choir 
In The Trade 

Marquee 
 

At the Gala Field 

7.30pm 

 Saturday 27 June 

2009  

Tickets £10.00 
 

From 

 Liz 01531 640325 

Margaret 01885 

483767 

Bryan 07729 262333 

 

 

 

Easter Car 

Boot Sale 
At the Q E 

Humanities 

College 

Bromyard 
 

Easter Sunday  

12
th

 April 

8am Start 
 

Boots £6.00 

No Caterers 

Contact John Sallis 

07769 838313 

 

 

Promote your Business 
Get a trade stand at the Bromyard Gala 

July 4th & 5th 2009  
 

Open Trade Stands, Craft Marquee, Food hall Marquee 

Or the Bromyard Trade Tent. 
It will cost less than you think! 

 

Contact: 

Liz Huffer 01531 640325                  Ted Parks 01432 820 402 

.                                                           tedparks@btopenworld.com 
 

Mike Cresswell 01885 483 964            Bryan James 07729 262 333 

Mike-cresswell@virgin.net          bryan@bromyardglass.co.uk  
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FOOT HEALTH CLINIC
Mark W. Loveday BA (Hons) 

S.A.C Dip FHPT S.A.C Dip FHPP

I offer treatments of:

•  Corns •  Callus
•  Nails: nail trimming, ingrown nails and   
thickened nails

•  Fungal Infections •  Verrucas

I also offer biomechanical assessments, 
custom made insoles and 
general foot care advice.

Prices:
Nail trimming - £14

Full treatment (for corns, callus etc…
includes a nail trim) - £20

Home Visits - £26

For an appointment please 
telephone the surgery on 

01885 482007
Clinics are held in Bromyard and Collington
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A S Y O U  L IK E  ITA S Y O U  L IK E  ITA S Y O U  L IK E  ITA S Y O U  L IK E  IT

� Interior D esig n a nd Con sultancy

� P ainting; In ternal a nd  E x ternal

� W allpapering

01886 822 238
07793 361 768

P rovid ing an entire range o f hom e 

decoration serv ices including:

W ith   over 5  years  experience you can be sure of an  excellent result as 

w ell as a  com petitive price. R eferences are available upon request.

P lease do not hesitate to call fo r a  no  obligation  quote. N o job too big 

or too sm all!

R achel M utter
L ady D ecorator

W histlew ood C ottage, L ulsley, K nightw ick , W O R C E STE R  W R 6 5QT
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Your Professional, Friendly, Local Independent  
Travel Shop Dealing With Large & Specialist Fully 

Bonded Tour Operators & Flight Suppliers.  
 

We Can Even Tailor Make Your Holiday! 
 

Free Out Of Hours Appointment Service Available! 
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Established local business, specialising
in the cleaning of period homes.

Insured, with excellent references

07929895151

After 6pm week days and any time
during the weekend

L Y N  C R O S S
CLEANING SERVICES

HUGH DAVIS

GROUNDS MAINTENANCE

Most aspects of tree surgery undertaken, including
pruning, trimming, felling and removal

Hedge laying and fencing
Mowing and garden maintenance

From private garden to agricultural (HLS) work
NPTC qualified and full public liability insurance

Contact 
01886 821542 or 07813 611221
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Advance notice

Saturday 13 June 2009 at 7.30 pm

The Malvern Festival Chorus
presents

Sacred Choral Music
by Malvern composers

Malvern Priory
(details in the June issue)

CCoonnttrraacctt  EEnnqquuiirriieess  WWeellccoommee
TTeelleepphhoonnee  0011888855  448888660055
MMoobbiillee    0077772233  331144550066



Including

��  Patios 
��  Fencing
��  Hedging

Qualified chainsaw operator
Telephone:

01531 670756 or 07789 062450

Garden  &  Landscape
Maintenance

Chris Treuttens

Riding lessons-for all ages
and abilities.
Hacking-through wonderful
countryside.
Horse Livery-small friendly
yard.

Roger Benbow
BHSAI Registered Instructor

Phone:  01885 488791
mobile: 07792 358741
www.tiptonhallridingschool.com

Tipton Hall Riding School

WHITBOURNE ON THE WEB
Click into the future with the Parish Of Greater Whitbourne’s 

own website at www.whitbourne.org.uk
with links to all sorts of local websites you can find out what’s going on at the school, with
the farming community, Tanga in Touch, the People of Old Whitbourne Project and much
more. Take a look at the picture gallery or the diary page to see what’s been happening 

and what’s coming up.

And, for all your online shopping needs, visit
www.buy.at/Whitbourne

where every purchase earns a commission for the Parish of Greater Whitbourne
Keep on buying on line using www.buy.at/Whitbourne
to connect you to those retailers that pay us to shop!
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R2D2 SURVEYS LIMITED
Land and Engineering Surveying Services.
Topographical Surveys for Planning Applications
Setting Out of Civil Engineering and Buildings
Volumetric Surveys and Earthmoving Design

GPS and Robotic Equipment for fast accurate Surveys
Roger Dixon, Smythes Croft, Whitbourne, Herefordshire. WR6 5RP

Tel 07973 381362      Email: radixon @ lineone.net

 

 

 

 

Red Kite 

Pest Control 
&  

Wildlife Management 
 

Com bining Tradition  and InnovationCom bining Tradition  and InnovationCom bining Tradition  and InnovationCom bining Tradition  and Innovation     
 

For all your local Pest Control requirements 
Humane, environmentally responsible methods 

  

Flexible Contracts ~ Individual Treatments 
 

BPCA and NPTA Qualified 

NPTA and UKPCO member 
 

All INSECT Pests 
 

All RODENT Pests 
 

All WILDLIFE Pests 
 

Specialized Trapping service 

Pest Prevention  
 

Free Advice ~ Free initial survey 

Free no obligation Quotations 
 

Telephone Andy Staples on: 

07977 044987 / 01886 832730 
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Tiblands Nursery School
Whitbourne
Nr Worcester
WR6 5RE

01886 821394

Sylvia & Trish Garness NNEB NVQ3 TDLB (Assessor for the NVQ)
Take Ten More For Play (after school training)

Established in 1966, new purpose built building officially opened on
Saturday 7th October 2006.

Ofsted approved and nursery education grants accepted.  
Good partnerships with local schools.

Open all year round from 8.30-6pm for children aged 2-5 years, offer-
ing quality care and education in a secure and nourishing environment.

After-school club open Monday to Friday. 

For more details or to arrange a visit contact Sylvia or Trish.



Have you got a problem with your
TV, VIDEO, WASHING MACHINE,

MICROWAVE etc ?

Then call
Pat Priest

General Electric Services
NOW!

Established locally for 18 years with
over 30 years experience of the

trade.  We offer fast, reliable and
honest solutions to your problems at

fixed rate prices
01886 821109

24 hour answering services

WOODBURNING
MULTIFUEL, OIL & ELECTRIC

STOVES

FLUE & CHIMNEY LINING
OIL FIRED AGA/RAYBURN

SERVICING

SHOWROOM
OVER 20 STOVES ON DISPLAY
STOVAX, AUSTROFLAMM,

AARROW,
DON & WARMLAND

OPEN
WED-FRI 10am-4pm 
SAT 10am-1pm

AT STEPS FARM, CLIFTON
UPON TEME

IAN & SUE SPAREY

(01886) 812452
07746 762021

HETAS/OFTEC REGISTERED

Historic Building Health Checks; Surveys; Specifications; Job Supervision
Wide ranging advice - for all types of construction and repair

using traditional methods and materials.
Over thirty years' experience
Principal; Noel Knight IHBC

Perryfield House, Whitbourne, Worcester WR6 5RZ
tel/fax 01886 822107; mobile 07813 161428; e-mail noel.knight@btopenworld.com

HHiissttoorriicc  BBuuiillddiinnggss
AAddvviissoorryy  SSeerrvviiccee
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Stop
at the
Shop!
Whitbourne Village Shop is 
run entirely by volunteers

for your community

HH  BB
AA  SS

 

 

M. BRADSHAW 

GENERAL BUILDER 

 

ALL ASPECTS OF BUILDING WORK 

UNDERTAKEN 
 

TEL: 01886 821447 

MOBILE: 07714 542536 

E mail: m.k.bradshaw@btinternet.com 



Mick Rone
Plumbing & Elite Bathrooms

THE COMPLETE INSTALLATION

������������

Building alterations to create
that extra space

Lighting effects
Superb tiling ideas
Air baths installed
Special needs

������������

For that extra care and attentions
in your home and a free survey to
discuss your bathroom projects

Tel/Fax 01886 884598

BROMYARD BOARDING KENNELS
New Barnes, Bromyard, Herefordshire HR7 4PA

1 mile out of Bromyard on the Stourport road (B4203)

Proprietor: Richard Evans
Tel. & fax: 01885 483486

Extra large luxury
heated accommodation

180-acre country setting 
for ample daily exercise

Vaccinated boarders only

Fully licensed and insured

Inspection most welcome
By appointment
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TAYLORS CONSERVATORY CARE
A family run business with an
established reputation for

professional top quality service

Supply and Installation
Aftersales care and Re-roofing

We supply and fit:

- Aluminium Windows and Doors
- UPVC Windows and Doors
- Hardwood and Softwood 
Windows and Doors
- Conservatories in Hardwood, 
UPVC and Aluminium

We are agents for Compton Garages 
and Alton Greenhouses, also 
Pilkingtons Approved Installers

PLEASE PHONE FOR A FREE QUOTATION 
contact us at 22 Saxon Close, 

Clifton-upon-Teme Worcester WR6 6DL
01886 812424 Mob. 07801 281821



WWooooddeenndd

Painter & Decorator
Interior & Exterior

Heathfield
Bringsty

Nr Worcester
Tel:-  01886 821392

! Good Eating !

Outside catering for any occasion
Parties, Weddings, Receptions, Funeral teas

Very competitive prices & excellent service

For more information call:
Janet Rogers (01885) 482392

J. A. C Joinery
Bespoke hand made
kitchens, fine furniture
and joinery. Please see our
website for our portfolio.

Competitive prices. 

To discuss your requirements
and request a free quotation,
contact us at :- Unit 44 
The Hop Pocket craft centre
Bishops Frome, 
Worcester WR6 5BT

Daytime Telephone
07968 343174
or 07742 228196

Evening Tel / Fax 
01432 850288

www.jacjoinery.co.uk

Alan Rogers
Tree Maintenance
& Gardening

4 Clover Court
Bromyard,
Herefordshire,
HR7 4BJ

Phone: 01885 482916
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LOGS
SALE4
Call 07721 458089
or 01886 821394

Piano 
Lessons

          Beginners welcome

     Experienced teacher

 Contact Eirian Evans

Mobile: 07776 144 155
Home: 01584 781 446

Home tuition available

Piano Piano Piano Piano Piano Piano 
LessonsLessonsLessonsLessonsLessonsLessonsLessonsLessonsLessonsLessons
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CARPET & UPHOLSTERY 
CLEANING SPECIALISTS

PART OF CHAMBERMAIDS EST. 1993

50% Discount Offer
-  Fully Trained & Insured Operators
-  Latest Equipment
-  Minimum Drying Times
-  We Move Furniture
-  Customer Satisfaction Guarantee
-  Oriental Rug Specialists
-  Stainshield Treatment
-  Deodorizer Treatment
-  Conditioning Treatment
-  Quotations on Request

Carpet & Upholstery Cleaning Specialists, Highfields, Knightwick, Worcestershire WR6 5QG

CARPETS Normal Discounted
(average) Price Price
Lounge (15’ x 12’) £52 £26
Through Lounge (20’ x 12’) £64 £32
Hall, Stairs, Landing (Standard) £64 £32
Bedroom £52 £26

UPHOLSTERY
3 Piece Suite from £100 £50
Leather Suite price on application

CURTAINS (in situ)
Full Length (per pair) £60 £30
Half Length (per pair) £50 £25

Minimum charge £26

* BOOKING LINE *
01886 821554
07971 603007

  

PIG ROASTS,  BUFFETS  &  BBQ'S 
  

FREE RANGE, TRADITIONAL  

PORK ROAST 
 
 

Also 

 
JACKET POTATOES,SALADS, 

BBQ GRILL AND BUFFETS 
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TEL: 01885 482941 
MOB: 07929 325 885 

JCB 3CX and MINI DIGGER HIRE 
 

     
 

Please telephone DAVID on 
  

07814 922738 or 01885 482941 
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TC SERVICES
Plumbing & Domestic Appliance Repairs

City and Guilds Registered
20 Years experience

Public Liability Insured
10% Discount for OAPs

Tony Clarke
6 Toll House Close, Rushwick, Worcester, WR2 5TX

Tel: 07793 815369 01905 424738

The Village Stores

For all your day to day needs :-

� Daily Newspapers & Magazines
� Boxed orders for collection
� Off Licence & Cigarettes
� Fresh Meat & Vegetables
� Lottery, E Top up & Credit Card facilities
� Local Products
� Organic & Trade goods available

Come along and see us

My Shop is your shop - Shop local

Opening times
Monday - Friday  7.00am to 6.00pm
Sunday          9.00am to 12.00 noon

27 The Village
Clifton upon Teme
01886 812303



Offering quality childcare
and

pre-school educations
For 0-5 year olds

Open 7.30am - 6.00pm
Experienced qualified staff

Flexible hours
Ofsted Registered

Nursery Education Grants available

Also offering job opportunities for
professional, committed staff
looking for support in their

career development.

For further details, please telephone
Manager

Sandra Sharratt at the Centre
01886 812380

The Village, Clifton-upon-Teme
Worcester WR6 6DH
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SERVICING & REPAIR
TO ALL TYPES OF

GARDEN MACHINERY

BRIAN RICHARDS
Garden & Farm Machinery

Clifton-On-Teme
07831 306 487   DAY TIME
01886 812 628  EVENING

COLLECTION & DELIVERY

Bromyard
Business
Services

For all your payroll, PAYE,
VAT and book-keeping needs

We offer a flexible 
personalised service,
freeing you up to run 

your business rather than
chasing paperwork.

Please call Linda Smith on 
01885 488678

to discuss your requirements
or e-mail

linda@bromyard.com

Chestnut Construction Ltd

Civil Engineering & Building Work

Site Clearance
Earth Moving
Drainage

Groundworks & Bio Discs
Driveways

House Building
Industrial Building

01886 821453
07817 198303



LEE JAMES CARPENTRY & JOINERY

Qualified and experienced in all 
aspects of carpentry

Kitchens supplied and fitted
First and second fix
Doors and windows
Oak timber frames
Loft conversions

Roofing
Renovations - old and new
Plastic facias and guttering

For free quotes, competitive prices 
and a professional service, please phone: 

07779 073870 
or 01886 821151

Quality & satisfaction guaranteed

Researching Bromyard Area, Local Family,House or Local History?
We have Parish Registers, Censuses,

maps, newspapers, photos & much more
At 

THE LOCAL HISTORY CENTRE
5 Sherford St, Bromyard (next to the Post Office)        

Opening Hours   Thurs & Fri. 10-1 & 2-4.30  Sat 10-12.30
Tel   01885 488755 (opening hours only)

e-mail: bromyard.history@virgin.net
Website: www.bromyardhistorysociety.org.uk
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STEVE WHEELER



Whitbourne Community Car Scheme
If  you have transport problems getting to medical

appointments etc. we will be happy to help.  
Please start ringing from the top of  the list

- Current charge:  12p per mile from driver's door to driver's door
- The service covers all residents in the Parish of  Greater Whitbourne
- Please give as much notice as possible when you need transport
- Our drivers reserve the right to refuse a request if  they feel it inappropriate
- Volunteers are always welcome; please ring Gillie Stormonth Darling on 821918.

Message to all who display this notice:
PLEASE DISPLAY THE LATEST UPDATED COPY - THANK YOU FOR YOUR CO-OPERATION.  

This page updated May 2009

1. Meg Dawson 821510
2. Asimina Smith 812435
3. Janet Knight: 8216191. 
4. John Allan: 821450

5. Gillie Stormonth Darling 821918 
6. Susie Tetley 821432
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DANCE CLASSES
Monday

Whitbourne Village Hall
Absolute Beginners Line Dance Course 
Improver & Intermediate Line Dancing

Tuesday
Coppertops, Worcester

Absolute Beginners Line Dance Course 
Improver & Intermediate Line Dancing

Wednesday
Martley Village Hall

Classic & Golden Oldies Line Dancing 
Intermediate Line Dancing

Friday
Whitbourne Village Hall

Absolute Beginners Partner Dance Course 
Improver & Intermediate Partner Dancing

All Classes 7.00pm to 8.00pm & 8.00pm to 10.00pm 

Jeff & Thelma Mills
Tel:01886 821772    Mobile:07733 008664



OOur Parish Cycle of Prayer

3rd May Wolferlow
10th May Edvin Loach
17th May Upper Sapey
24th May Tedstone Wafre
31st May Tedstone Delamere
7th June Whitbourne
14th June Wolferlow
21st June Edvin Loach
28th June Upper Sapey

Useful information

For the theme of the readings, please refer to the
reading sheets available at the back of the Church.
Readers need to check with the celebrant as to which
reading is preferred if an alternative is shown.

Liturgical colours: 

May: 3rd-24th: White. 31st: Red
June: 7th; White. 14th-28th; Green.

FFlloowweerrss & Brasses - Whitbourne

Everyone is welcome to help with Easter flowers
and any gifts towards lilies in memory of friends
will be gratefully accepted by Yvonne. 821811.

3rd May Mrs D Haddock & Mr L Haddock
10th May Mrs D Haddock & Mr L Haddock
17th May Mr and Mrs A Cunningham
24th May Mr and Mrs A Cunningham
31st May Mrs M Williams
7th June Mrs M Williams
14th June Mrs G Poultney
21st June Mrs G Poultney
28th June Mrs Muriel Jones

Sidesmen - Whitbourne

3rd May Mr D Shaw
10th May Mr J Allan
17th May Mrs S Jones
24th May Mr J Cummins
31st May Mrs S Bland & Master S Cole
7th June Mrs Y Evans
14th June Mrs M Kneen
21st June Mrs C Buxton
28th June Mr J Allan

Parish Communion Readers - Whitbourne

3rd May Mr P Lack
10th May Mr J Allan
17th May Mr J Bland
24th May Mrs M Kneen
31st May Mrs Y Evans
7th June Mrs B Allan
14th June Mrs S Dodd
21st June Sir N Harington
28th June Mr J Allan

Church Cleaning - Whitbourne

2nd May Mr J and Mrs B Allan
9th May Mrs E and Miss E Badger
16th May Mrs A Evans
23rd May Mrs C Buxton
30th May Mrs M Kneen
6th June Mr J and Mrs B Allan
13th June Mrs E and Miss E Badger
20th June Mrs A Evans
27th June Mrs C Buxton

Upper Sapey

May Betty Meeks
June Jane Yelland

Anyone wishing to be included in the cleaning
rotas can contact Carol Wilde on 853491
(Upper Sapey) or Claudia Buxton on 821583
(Whitbourne). New volunteers for any of the
rotas are always welcome.

Coffee - Whitbourne

3rd May Mr P Lack
10th May Mrs C Buxton
17th May Mrs A Taylor & Mrs M Williams
24th May Mrs A Evans
31st May Mrs E Badger & Mrs P Ransley
7th June Mrs W Cummins & Mrs S Dodd
14th June Mr J and Mrs S Bland
21st June Mrs C Buxton
28th June Mrs A Taylor & Mrs M Williams

If the dates shown for the Whitbourne rotas
are inconvenient and you are not able to
change with anyone else on the list, please let
Claudia Buxton know on 01886 821583.
Thank you to all those who put so much effort
into keeping our Churches running smoothly.

Church Rotas
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3rd May *
Easter 4

10th May
Easter 5

17th May
Rogation Sunday

24th May
Sunday after Ascension

31st May
Pentecost

7th June *
Trinity

14th June
Trinity 1

21st June
Trinity 2

28th June
Trinity 3

Church Services 
9.30am

9.30am

11am

9.30am

11am

1pm

9.30am

11am

9.30am

9.30am

9.30am

11am

9.30am

11am

3pm

10am

Whitbourne
Holy Communion

Whitbourne
Holy Communion

Upper Sapey
Holy Communion

Whitbourne
Holy Communion

Tedstone Delamere
Holy Communion

ROGATION WALK -
Whitbourne to Edvin
Loach for teddy bears
picnic (3.30pm).

Whitbourne
Holy Communion

Upper Sapey
Family service

Whitbourne
Family Communion

Whitbourne
Holy Communion

Whitbourne
Holy Communion

Upper Sapey
Holy Communion

Whitbourne
Holy Communion

Tedstone Delamere
Holy Communion

Edvin Loach
Holy Communion

WHITBOURNE
PATRONAL FESTIVAL

The Holy Eucharist will be offered at Whitbourne every Wednesday at 10.30am
* Denotes Book of Common Prayer

St Andrew, Wolferlow

St Michael
and all Angels, Upper Sapey

St James
Tedstone Delamere

St Mary, Edvin Loach

St John the Baptist, Whitbourne


